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diligence: constant and persistent, whole-hearted 
effort 
 
When we are diligent with the stewardship of our 
lives, God will bless and reward us. 
 

Five areas where we need to apply diligence 
 
1. Faith 
 
In view of all this, make every effort to respond to 
God’s promises. 

2 Peter 1:5 (NLT) 
 
17 You must diligently obey the commands of the 
LORD your God—all the laws and decrees he has 
given you. 18 Do what is right and good in the 
LORD’s sight, so all will go well with you. 

Deuteronomy 6:17-18 (NLT) 
 
2. Personal life 
 
Watch over your heart with all diligence, for from it 
flow the springs of life. 

Proverbs 4:23 (NASB)  
 
3. Work 
 
Lazy people want much but get little, but those who 
work hard will prosper. 

Proverbs 13:4 (NLT)  

23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as 
working for the Lord, not for men, 24 since you know 
that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as 
a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 

Colossians 3:23-24 (NIV) 
 
4. Family 
 
4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is 
one.5  You shall love the LORD your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
might. 6 And these words that I command you today 
shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them 
diligently to your children, and shall talk of them 
when you sit in your house, and when you walk by 
the way, and when you lie down, and when you 
rise. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, 
and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 
9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your 
house and on your gates. 

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 (ESV) 
 
5. Friendships 
 
12 Greet Tryphena and Tryphosa, those women 
who work hard in the Lord. Greet my dear friend 
Persis, another woman who has worked very hard 
in the Lord. 13 Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and 
his mother, who has been a mother to me, too. 

Romans 16:12-13 (NIV)  
 
1 Therefore I, a prisoner for serving the Lord, beg 
you to lead a life worthy of your calling, for you 
have been called by God. 2 Always be humble and 
gentle. Be patient with each other, making 
allowance for each other’s faults because of your 
love. 3 Make every effort to keep yourselves united 
in the Spirit, binding yourselves together with 
peace. 

Ephesians 4:1-3 (NLT) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Go to newhope.org and click on messages to download this week’s 
Take Home Sheet or stop by Guest Services to pick one up. 
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