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There is a path before each person that seems 
right, but it ends in death. 

Proverbs 14:12 (NLT)  
 
There are big differences between cool, smart, 
foolish and wise. 
 
13 If you are wise and understand God’s ways, 
prove it by living an honorable life, doing good 
works with the humility that comes from wisdom.  
14 But if you are bitterly jealous and there is selfish 
ambition in your heart, don’t cover up the truth with 
boasting and lying. 15 For jealousy and selfishness 
are not God’s kind of wisdom. Such things are 
earthly, unspiritual, and demonic. 16 For wherever 
there is jealousy and selfish ambition, there you 
will find disorder and evil of every kind. 17 But the 
wisdom from above is first of all pure. It is also 
peace loving, gentle at all times, and willing to 
yield to others. It is full of mercy and good deeds. 
It shows no favoritism and is always sincere.  
18 And those who are peacemakers will plant 
seeds of peace and reap a harvest of 
righteousness. 

James 3:13-18 (NLT)  
 

HOW TO BECOME WISE 
 
Learn what is wise. 
 
19 Understand this, my dear brothers and sisters: 
You must all be quick to listen, slow to speak, and 

slow to get angry. 20 Human anger does not 
produce the righteousness God desires. 21 So get 
rid of all the filth and evil in your lives, and humbly 
accept the word God has planted in your hearts, 
for it has the power to save your souls. 

James 1:19-21 (NLT)  
 
16 All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to 
teach us what is true and to make us realize what 
is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are 
wrong and teaches us to do what is right. 17 God 
uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every 
good work. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NLT) 
 
Practice what you learn. 
 
22 But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do 
what it says. Otherwise, you are only fooling 
yourselves. 23 For if you listen to the word and 
don’t obey, it is like glancing at your face in a 
mirror. 24 You see yourself, walk away, and forget 
what you look like. 25 But if you look carefully into 
the perfect law that sets you free, and if you do 
what it says and don’t forget what you heard, then 
God will bless you for doing it. 26 If you claim to be 
religious but don’t control your tongue, you are 
fooling yourself, and your religion is worthless.  
27 Pure and genuine religion in the sight of God the 
Father means caring for orphans and widows in 
their distress and refusing to let the world corrupt 
you. 

James 1:22-27 (NLT) 
 

Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate 
on it day and night so you will be sure to obey 
everything written in it. Only then will you prosper 
and succeed in all you do. 

Joshua 1:8 (NLT) 
 
Learn with and from others that also want to be 
wise. 
 
Become wise by walking with the wise; hang out 
with fools and watch your life fall to pieces. 

Proverbs 13:20 (MSG) 
 
18 Confess your sins to each other and pray for 
each other so that you may be healed. The 
earnest prayer of a righteous person has great 
power and produces wonderful results. 19 My dear 
brothers and sisters, if someone among you 
wanders away from the truth and is brought back, 
20 you can be sure that whoever brings the sinner 
back will save that person from death and bring 
about the forgiveness of many sins. 

James 5:18-20 (NLT)  


