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Leadership (def): motivating, inspiring, 
influencing others. 
 
Nehemiah sets a great example, showing us 
how to make the most of our capacity to be 
God’s partners. He shows us the importance of 
prayer as the way to begin and continue our 
pursuit of discovering and fulfilling God’s 
purposes for us. 
 
Humble and honest prayer opens up our heart 
and mind to what God values and wants done. 
Here is how Nehemiah responded to God when 
he heard about the desperate situation in his 
homeland: 
 
1 Hanani, one of my brothers, came to visit me 
with some other men who had just arrived from 
Judah. I asked them about the Jews who had 
returned there from captivity and about how 
things were going in Jerusalem. 3 They said to 
me, “Things are not going well for those who 
returned to the province of Judah. They are in 
great trouble and disgrace. The wall of 
Jerusalem has been torn down, and the gates 
have been destroyed by fire.” 4 When I heard 
this, I sat down and wept. In fact, for days I 
mourned, fasted, and prayed to the God of 
heaven. 5 Then I said, “O LORD, God of heaven, 

the great and awesome God who keeps his 
covenant of unfailing love with those who love 
him and obey his commands, 6 listen to my 
prayer! Look down and see me praying night 
and day for your people Israel. I confess that we 
have sinned against you. Yes, even my own 
family and I have sinned! 7 We have sinned 
terribly by not obeying the commands, decrees, 
and regulations that you gave us through your 
servant Moses. 8 Please remember what you 
told your servant Moses: ‘If you are unfaithful to 
me, I will scatter you among the nations. 9  But if 
you return to me and obey my commands and 
live by them, then even if you are exiled to the 
ends of the earth, I will bring you back to the 
place I have chosen for my name to be 
honored.’ 10  The people you rescued by your 
great power and strong hand are your servants. 
11 O Lord, please hear my prayer! Listen to the 
prayers of those of us who delight in honoring 
you. Please grant me success today by making 
the king favorable to me. Put it into his heart to 
be kind to me. 

Nehemiah 1:1-11 (NLT)  
 
In the course of his praying about the situation in 
Jerusalem, God directed Nehemiah to take 
specific action steps. Take some time and think 
about your life and the opportunities around you 
to be God’s man or woman on the scene. It 
could be in your home with family, at work or 
school or in your neighborhood and community. 
Like Nehemiah, pray and ask God to help you 
see things the way He does. Invite your Small 
Group or a close friend to join you in praying. As 
you sense God getting your attention, look at the 
points from the teaching notes and let God guide 
you. 
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