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After reviewing the message notes ask God to 
show you where he wants you to strengthen your 
faith: 
 
Patient endurance 
 
1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge 
crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us strip off 
every weight that slows us down, especially the sin 
that so easily trips us up. And let us run with 
endurance the race God has set before us. 2 We do 
this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who 
initiates and perfects our faith. Because of the joy 
awaiting him, he endured the cross, disregarding its 
shame. Now he is seated in the place of honor beside 
God’s throne. 

Hebrews 12:1-2 (NLT)  
 
 
7 Dear brothers and sisters, be patient as you wait for 
the Lord’s return. Consider the farmers who patiently 
wait for the rains in the fall and in the spring. They 
eagerly look for the valuable harvest to ripen. 8 You, 
too, must be patient. Take courage, for the coming of 
the Lord is near. 

James 5:7-8 (NLT)  
 
 
3 We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and 
trials, for we know that they help us develop 
endurance. 4 And endurance develops strength of 
character, and character strengthens our confident 
hope of salvation. 5 And this hope will not lead to 

disappointment. For we know how dearly God loves 
us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our 
hearts with his love. 

Romans 5:3-5 (NLT)  
 
 
4 Such things were written in the Scriptures long ago 
to teach us. And the Scriptures give us hope and 
encouragement as we wait patiently for God’s 
promises to be fulfilled. 5 May God, who gives this 
patience and encouragement, help you live in 
complete harmony with each other, as is fitting for 
followers of Christ Jesus. 6 Then all of you can join 
together with one voice, giving praise and glory to 
God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Romans 15:4-6 (NLT)  
 
Godliness 
 
6 Yet true godliness with contentment is itself great 
wealth. 7 After all, we brought nothing with us when 
we came into the world, and we can’t take anything 
with us when we leave it. 8 So if we have enough food 
and clothing, let us be content. 9 But people who long 
to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many 
foolish and harmful desires that plunge them into ruin 
and destruction. 10 For the love of money is the root of 
all kinds of evil. And some people, craving money, 
have wandered from the true faith and pierced 
themselves with many sorrows. 11 But you, Timothy, 
are a man of God; so run from all these evil things. 
Pursue righteousness and a godly life, along with 
faith, love, perseverance, and gentleness. 

1 Timothy 6:6-11 (NLT)  
 
 
13 Now, who will want to harm you if you are eager to 
do good? 14 But even if you suffer for doing what is 
right, God will reward you for it. So don’t worry or be 
afraid of their threats. 15 Instead, you must worship 
Christ as Lord of your life. And if someone asks about 
your Christian hope, always be ready to explain it. 16 

 But do this in a gentle and respectful way. Keep your 
conscience clear. Then if people speak against you, 
they will be ashamed when they see what a good life 
you live because you belong to Christ. 17 Remember, 
it is better to suffer for doing good, if that is what God 
wants, than to suffer for doing wrong! 

1 Peter 3:13-17 (NLT)  
 
 
In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all 
to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly 
Father. 

Matthew 5:16 (NLT) 
 


