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5 When Herod was king of Judea, there was a 
Jewish priest named Zechariah. He was a member 
of the priestly order of Abijah, and his wife, 
Elizabeth, was also from the priestly line of Aaron. 
6 Zechariah and Elizabeth were righteous in God’s 
eyes, careful to obey all of the Lord’s 
commandments and regulations. 7 They had no 
children because Elizabeth was unable to 
conceive, and they were both very old. 8 One day 
Zechariah was serving God in the Temple, for his 
order was on duty that week. 9 As was the custom 
of the priests, he was chosen by lot to enter the 
sanctuary of the Lord and burn incense. 10 While the 
incense was being burned, a great crowd stood 
outside, praying. 11 While Zechariah was in the 
sanctuary, an angel of the Lord appeared to him, 
standing to the right of the incense altar. 
12 Zechariah was shaken and overwhelmed with fear 
when he saw him. 13 But the angel said, “Don’t be 
afraid, Zechariah! God has heard your prayer. Your 
wife, Elizabeth, will give you a son, and you are to 
name him John. 14 You will have great joy and 
gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he 
will be great in the eyes of the Lord. 

Luke 1:5-15 (NLT) 
 

39 A few days later Mary hurried to the hill country of 
Judea, to the town 40 where Zechariah lived. She 
entered the house and greeted Elizabeth. 41 At the 
sound of Mary’s greeting, Elizabeth’s child leaped  

within her, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit. 42 Elizabeth gave a glad cry and exclaimed to  
Mary, “God has blessed you above all women, and 
your child is blessed. 43 Why am I so honored, that 
the mother of my Lord should visit me? 44 When I 
heard your greeting, the baby in my womb jumped 
for joy. 45 You are blessed because you believed that 
the Lord would do what he said… 56 Mary stayed 
with Elizabeth about three months and then went 
back to her own home. 

Luke 1:39-45; 56 (NLT) 
 
Two important things we learn from this: 
 
1. To have a testimony, you have to go through 
tests. 
 
2 Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles come 
your way, consider it an opportunity for great joy. 
3 For you know that when your faith is tested, your 
endurance has a chance to grow. 4 So let it grow, 
for when your endurance is fully developed, you 
will be perfect and complete, needing nothing. 

James 1:2-4 (NLT)  
 
2. God gives encouragement to those who obey 
Him with courage. 
 
11…for I have learned how to be content with 
whatever I have. 12 I know how to live on almost 
nothing or with everything. I have learned the 
secret of living in every situation, whether it is with 
a full stomach or empty, with plenty or little. 13 For I 
can do everything through Christ, who gives me 
strength. 

Philippians 4:11-13 (NLT) 
 
4 Such things were written in the Scriptures long 
ago to teach us. And the Scriptures give us hope 
and encouragement as we wait patiently for God’s 
promises to be fulfilled. 5 May God, who gives this 
patience and encouragement, help you live in 
complete harmony with each other, as is fitting for 
followers of Christ Jesus. 6 Then all of you can join 
together with one voice, giving praise and glory to 
God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Romans 15:4-6 (NLT)  
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