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Followers of Jesus have a faith that is rooted in 
historical accuracy. God deliberately orchestrated 
the events of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection, so 
that anyone could investigate and determine for 
themselves if the claims are reasonable to believe. 
Those of us who have accepted Jesus as our 
Savior and Leader, can have good confidence in 
encouraging our family, friends and neighbors to 
check out the facts without any fear or concern. 
 
Jesus voluntarily gave up His life so that we could 
be saved from the consequences of our sin. He 
was clear that He came to offer us truth and grace. 
The empty tomb proves that He should be listened 
to! The following passages reinforce what we 
studied in the message this weekend: 
 
21 Later Jesus said to them again, “I am going 
away. You will search for me but will die in your sin. 
You cannot come where I am going.” 22 The people 
asked, “Is he planning to commit suicide? What 
does he mean, ‘You cannot come where I am 
going’?” 23 Jesus continued, “You are from below; I 
am from above. You belong to this world; I do not. 
24 That is why I said that you will die in your sins; 
for unless you believe that I AM who I claim to be, 
you will die in your sins.” 25 “Who are you?” they 
demanded. Jesus replied, “The one I have always 
claimed to be. 26 I have much to say about you and 
much to condemn, but I won’t. For I say only what I 
have heard from the one who sent me, and he is 
completely truthful.” 27 But they still didn’t 
understand that he was talking about his Father.  

28 So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son 
of Man on the cross, then you will understand that I 
AM he. I do nothing on my own but say only what 
the Father taught me. 29 And the one who sent me 
is with me—he has not deserted me. For I always 
do what pleases him.” 30 Then many who heard 
him say these things believed in him. [bold 
added] 

John 8:21-30 (NLT)  
 
23 Jesus replied, “Now the time has come for the 
Son of Man to enter into his glory. 24 I tell you the 
truth, unless a kernel of wheat is planted in the soil 
and dies, it remains alone. But its death will 
produce many new kernels—a plentiful harvest of 
new lives. 25 Those who love their life in this world 
will lose it. Those who care nothing for their life in 
this world will keep it for eternity. 26 Anyone who 
wants to be my disciple must follow me, because 
my servants must be where I am. And the Father 
will honor anyone who serves me. 27 “Now my soul 
is deeply troubled. Should I pray, ‘Father, save me 
from this hour’? But this is the very reason I came! 
28 Father, bring glory to your name... 32 And when I 
am lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to 
myself.” 33 He said this to indicate how he was 
going to die. [bold added] 

John 12:23-33 (NLT)  
 
23 Jesus replied, “All who love me will do what I 
say. My Father will love them, and we will come 
and make our home with each of them. 24 Anyone 
who doesn’t love me will not obey me. And 
remember, my words are not my own. What I am 
telling you is from the Father who sent me. 25 I am 
telling you these things now while I am still with 
you. 26 But when the Father sends the Advocate as 
my representative—that is, the Holy Spirit—he will 
teach you everything and will remind you of 
everything I have told you. 27 “I am leaving you with 
a gift—peace of mind and heart. And the peace I 
give is a gift the world cannot give. So don’t be 
troubled or afraid. 28 Remember what I told you: I 
am going away, but I will come back to you 
again.[bold print added] If you really loved me, you 
would be happy that I am going to the Father, who 
is greater than I am. 29 I have told you these things 
before they happen so that when they do happen, 
you will believe. 30 “I don’t have much more time to 
talk to you, because the ruler of this world 
approaches. He has no power over me,  
31 but I will do what the Father requires of me, so 
that the world will know that I love the Father. 
Come, let’s be going. 

John 14:23-31 (NLT)  
 


