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John Mark’s Story 
 
When he realized this, he went to the home of 
Mary, the mother of John Mark, where many 
were gathered for prayer. 

Acts 12:12 (NLT) 
 

4 So Barnabas and Saul were sent out by the 
Holy Spirit. They went down to the seaport of 
Seleucia and then sailed for the island of Cyprus. 
5 There, in the town of Salamis, they went to the 
Jewish synagogues and preached the word of 
God. John Mark went with them as their 
assistant. 

Acts 13:4-5 (NLT)  
 
John left them… 

Acts 13:13 (NLT) 
 
36 After some time Paul said to Barnabas, “Let’s 
go back and visit each city where we previously 
preached the word of the Lord, to see how the 
new believers are doing.” 37 Barnabas agreed 
and wanted to take along John Mark. 38 But Paul 
disagreed strongly, since John Mark had 
deserted them in Pamphylia and had not 
continued with them in their work. 39 Their 
disagreement was so sharp that they separated. 
Barnabas took John Mark with him and sailed for 

Cyprus. 40 Paul chose Silas, and as he left, the 
believers entrusted him to the Lord’s gracious 
care. 

Acts 15:36-40 (NLT)  
 
10 Demas has deserted me because he loves the 
things of this life…11 get Mark and bring him with 
you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry. 

2 Timothy 4:10-11 (NIV) 
 
Failure is an opportunity. 
 
 Failure can undermine me  
 
 Failure can define me 
 
 Failure can confine me 
 
 Failure can refine me. 
 
You have purified us with fire, O Lord, like silver 
in a crucible. 

Psalm 66:10 (TLB) 
 
Failure doesn’t have to be final. 
 
11 For I know the plans I have for you,” says the 
LORD. “They are plans for good and not for 
disaster, to give you a future and a hope. 12 In 
those days when you pray, I will listen. 13 If you 
look for me wholeheartedly, you will find me. 

Jeremiah 29:11-13 (NLT) 
 
The rest of John Mark’s story… 
 
23 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, 
sends you his greetings. 24 So do Mark, 
Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my co-workers. 

Philemon 1:23-24 (NLT) 
 
10 Demas has deserted me because he loves the 
things of this life…11 get Mark and bring him with 
you, because he is helpful to me in my ministry. 

2 Timothy 4:10-11 (NIV) 
 
And by the way, he wrote the Book of Mark! 

 
 

Go to newhope.org and click on messages to download this week’s 
Take Home Sheet or stop by Guest Services to pick one up. 
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