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The shepherd’s main tools were his rod and 
staff. The rod was used as both a defensive 
weapon and a means of correcting unruly 
sheep. The staff was used to move the sheep 
in the right direction, as well as rescue them 
when in trouble. Take some time and 
prayerfully examine the following passages. 
Ask God to show you how He wants you to 
respond and then do it! 
 
 
16 All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to 
teach us what is true and to make us realize what 
is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are 
wrong and teaches us to do what is right. 17 God 
uses it to prepare and equip his people to do 
every good work. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NLT) 
 
 
1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a 
huge crowd of witnesses to the life of faith, let us 
strip off every weight that slows us down, 
especially the sin that so easily trips us up. And 
let us run with endurance the race God has set 
before us. 2 We do this by keeping our eyes on 
Jesus, the champion who initiates and perfects 
our faith. Because of the joy awaiting him, he 
endured the cross, disregarding its shame. Now 

he is seated in the place of honor beside God’s 
throne. 3 Think of all the hostility he endured from 
sinful people; then you won’t become weary and 
give up. 4 After all, you have not yet given your 
lives in your struggle against sin. 5 And have you 
forgotten the encouraging words God spoke to 
you as his children? He said, “My child, don’t 
make light of the LORD’s discipline, and don’t 
give up when he corrects you. 6 For the LORD 
disciplines those he loves, and he punishes each 
one he accepts as his child. 

Hebrews 12:1-6 (NLT)  
 
 
16 That is why we never give up. Though our 
bodies are dying, our spirits are being renewed 
every day. 17 For our present troubles are small 
and won’t last very long. Yet they produce for us 
a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last 
forever! 18 So we don’t look at the troubles we 
can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things 
that cannot be seen. For the things we see now 
will soon be gone, but the things we cannot see 
will last forever. 

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (NLT) 
 
 
So, my dear brothers and sisters, be strong and 
immovable. Always work enthusiastically for the 
Lord, for you know that nothing you do for the 
Lord is ever useless. 

1 Corinthians 15:58 (NLT) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Go to newhope.org and click on messages to download this week’s 
Take Home Sheet or stop by Guest Services to pick one up. 
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