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What group of people do you have the most  
trouble viewing as your neighbor?  
 
 
 
 
Read James 2:1-9: 
1 My dear brothers and sisters, how can you claim 
to have faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ if 
you favor some people over others? 2 For 
example, suppose someone comes into your 
meeting dressed in fancy clothes and expensive 
jewelry, and another comes in who is poor and 
dressed in dirty clothes. 3 If you give special 
attention and a good seat to the rich person, but 
you say to the poor one, “You can stand over 
there, or else sit on the floor”—well,4 doesn’t this 
discrimination show that your judgments are 
guided by evil motives? 5 Listen to me, dear 
brothers and sisters. Hasn’t God chosen the poor 
in this world to be rich in faith? Aren’t they the 
ones who will inherit the Kingdom he promised to 
those who love him? 6 But you dishonor the poor! 
Isn’t it the rich who oppress you and drag you into 
court? 7 Aren’t they the ones who slander Jesus 
Christ, whose noble name you bear? 8 Yes indeed, 
it is good when you obey the royal law as found in 
the Scriptures: “Love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 9 But if you favor some people over 
others, you are committing a sin. You are guilty of 
breaking the law. 

Can you remember a time when you favored a 
group or certain people over others? What 
were the circumstances? What made them 
favorable? 
 
 
 
 
Read 1 Samuel 9:1-2. From outward 
appearance, Saul was well suited to be Israel’s 
first king. 
 
1 There was a wealthy, influential man named Kish 
from the tribe of Benjamin. He was the son of 
Abiel, son of Zeror, son of Becorath, son of 
Aphiah, of the tribe of Benjamin. 2 His son Saul 
was the most handsome man in Israel—head and 
shoulders taller than anyone else in the land. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 1 Samuel 16, God has rejected Saul and has 
His eye on Israel’s next king, David. As Samuel 
looks at the sons of Jesse, he thinks Eliab 
must be the one. Read what God says to 
Samuel in 1 Samuel 16:7. What does this tell 
you about God’s priorities?  
 
But the Lord said to Samuel, “Don’t judge by his 
appearance or height, for I have rejected him. 
The Lord doesn’t see things the way you see 
them. People judge by outward appearance, but 
the Lord looks at the heart.” 
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