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Welcome to New Hope’s Discovering Partnership Class! We’re so 
glad you’ve made the choice to find out more about New Hope. 
Because we have new guests and attenders from a wide variety 
of backgrounds, we’ve designed this class to explain simply and 
clearly what New Hope is about. 

You will learn about New Hope’s history, beliefs, and values as well 
as how you can get connected. You will find the class relaxed and 
informal. There are no strings attached so make yourself at home. 
If we can help with any questions after today, just call or text the 
church office at 703.971.4673 or email us at info@newhope.org.

Thanks again for particpating.

New Hope...
where you’ll find real hope and real people
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“I felt important when I first 
walked in the door.”
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“This is a place where I can 
be myself and fit in.”
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What does it mean to be a Christian?
For many, Christianity is a “religion,” but the Bible calls it a relationship. For many, God is distant and strange, 
but the Bible says He is near and knowable.
We live in a world where everyone is looking for happiness and purpose, searching everywhere to find 
them. When we aren’t in a close, personal relationship with God, we look for answers to life’s problems and 
questions in different ways...but none will give us the ultimate satisfaction and fulfillment we desire.
The Good News of Christianity is that God has provided for both our happiness and purpose.

1. God designed us to live in a close, personal relationship with Him. He wants us to live lives that are happy 
and fulfilled.

“God, who has called you into fellowship with His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.” 
(1 Corinthians 1:9 NLT)
“So God created human beings, making them in His image. He blessed them, and said, live over the 
earth and bring it under control. I am putting you in charge.” Genesis 1:27-28

“I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” (John 10:10 NLT)

2. When we live in a close, personal relationship with God, He provides great benefits. 
• Clear conscience (Romans 8:1)
• Ready forgiveness (1 John 1:9)
• Help with problems (Romans 8:26, Romans 8:28)
• Wisdom and direction (Proverbs 3:5-6)
• Peace and contentment (Philippians 4:6-7; 4:19)
• Security and confidence ( Romans 8:38-39)
So far, we have seen God’s purpose for us, but there is a reason that so many people do not experience 
what God wants for them…

3. People have a natural desire for independence and self-centeredness. The Bible calls this attitude sin.
“We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way.” (Isaiah 53:6 NLT)
“If we say that we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves, and refusing to accept the truth.” 
(1 John 1:8 NLT)

Sin prevents us from having a close relationship with God. We do things our own way instead of God’s way 
and we end up in trouble. But God loves us so much, instead of punishing us, He set out to save us.

4. God Himself became the answer! He came to Earth to rescue everyone who was separated from Him. 
“God is on one side and all the people are on the other side, and Christ Jesus is between them to bring 
them together, by giving His life for all mankind.” (1 Timothy 2:5 NLT)
“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
(Romans 5:8 NLT)

God has provided a gift for all who will accept it.
“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23 
NLT)

5. God has done His part. Our part is to accept the gift He offers.
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How do I begin a relationship with God?
1. Admit that God has not had first place in your life.

2. Believe that Jesus died to cancel out your sin.

“...if you confess with your mouth ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved.” (Romans 10:9 NLT)

3. Choose to accept God’s free gift of salvation.

“For it is by grace you are saved, through faith - and this is not from ourselves, it is the gift of God - not 
by works, so that no one can boast.” (Ephesians 2:8, 9 NLT)

4. Invite Jesus Christ to come into your life and be the new manager.

Jesus says, “Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will 
come in...” (Revelation 3:20 NLT)

“But to all who received him, he gave the right to become children of God. All they needed to do was to 
trust Him to save them. All those who believe this are reborn!” (John 1:12-13 NLT)

You can begin a relationship with Him right now by simply and sincerely talking to Him in prayer like this… 

“Jesus, I thank you for loving me and wanting to have a close relationship with me. I have lived my life 
independent of you and not lived up to your purpose for my life. I thank you for loving me in spite of my sin. 
Thank you for dying on the cross for my benefit. I am sorry for my sin and I ask you to forgive me. I ask you 
now to come into my life and be the new manager. Please help me to grow as a Christian. Thank you.”

If you just prayed this prayer...CONGRATULATIONS!

“When someone becomes a Christian he becomes a brand new person inside. He is not the same 
anymore. A new life has begun!” (2 Corinthians 5:17 NLT)

MAN GOD

Sin
Rebellion
Separation

Peace
Forgiveness
Eternal Life

JESUS

BELIEVE
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What’s the deal with baptism?
The Bible says followers of Jesus should be baptized:

1. To follow Jesus’ example.

“Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John.” (Matthew 3:13 NLT)

2. To obey Jesus’ instructions.

“Therefore go and make disciples in all the nations, baptizing them...” (Matthew 28:19 NLT)

3. To show that I’m a Christian.

“Those who accepted his message were baptized...” (Acts 2:41 NLT)

Baptism follows the beginning of a relationship with Jesus just as the exchanging of wedding rings follow the 
vows.  Although it does not make you a Christian, baptism demonstrates your choice to follow Jesus.

What is the meaning of baptism?

1. Baptism pictures the death and resurrection of Jesus.

“Christ died for our sins...He was buried...and He arose from the grave.” (1 Corinthians 15:3 NLT)

2. Baptism illustrates the new life of a Christian.

“When someone becomes a Christian he becomes a brand new person inside. He is not the same anymore. A 
new life has begun!” (2 Corinthians 5:17 NLT)

The word used for baptize in the New Testament means “to dip” or “to immerse.” The examples we see in the 
Bible indicate that baptisms were done by immersion.  This also fits best with the intended symbolism.

How do I know if I’m ready?

Baptism is for believers—anyone who has realized that their sin separates them from God and has given up all 
efforts to reach God through good works or religious activity. They have concluded that only Jesus Christ’s death 
on the cross for their sins can bridge the gap between them and God.  A believer is someone who has decided 
to trust Christ alone for their salvation. If you have come to that point in your spiritual journey, then the answer 
is YES, you are ready to be baptized. Just as the bride and groom tell of their love for one another through the 
symbol of rings, you can tell the world through baptism of your relationship with Christ.

What if I was baptized as a child?

If you were baptized before you personally chose to follow Christ, then you should be baptized now to recognize 
your personal statement of faith. If you are unsure or have questions about this, please let us know and we will be 
glad to help.
   
What is a baptism ceremony like?

We believe crossing the line of faith is the most important decision you will ever make. We like to celebrate this 
moment as a church family.  We have held Baptisms in many different places over the years and have recently 
started doing them during our weekend services.  Any way or anywhere we do Baptisms, there is one thing that 
remains constant; God gets all of the glory and we make it a joyful celebration!
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How about Communion/Lord’s Supper?
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are the two sacraments that Jesus endorsed and asked His church to continue. 
Sacraments are special experiences of worship and honor to God. The Lord’s Supper was given to us by Jesus 
right before He was betrayed and arrested. It explained the reason behind His voluntarily sacrificing His life 
for our sake. Key passages that explain the Lord’s Supper are found in Matthew 26:17-30 and I Corinthians 
11:17-34.

At New Hope, there are two things we try constantly to keep in mind when having the Lord’s Supper in our 
worship. First, we want to keep this important celebration from becoming a formality or merely a tradition. 
We celebrate the Lord’s Supper as part of our worship several times a year and make it the focal point of 
the service. This provides plenty of time for everyone to take a personal inventory of where they are in their 
relationship with God and others. We feel that this best honors the memory of Jesus and the purpose of 
Communion.

Secondly, we are sensitive to the fact that we always have people attending who are not yet followers of Christ. 
This is important because we don’t want to put them in an unnecessarily awkward situation (since the Lord’s 
Supper is only for those who are followers of Christ). This is also the reason why we don’t pass the bread and 
juice down rows or have people file out one row at a time to take the Lord’s Supper. Instead, we set up tables 
throughout the auditorium and ask people to come when they are ready. This creates an atmosphere that is 
personal and worshipful while protecting those who don’t participate from being highlighted. 

Whenever we have the Lord’s Supper, anyone who is a follower of Christ is welcome to join in.
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What does the Bible say church is like?
The New Testament word for church means “called out ones.”

It is used to designate two groups of people:

1. The universal church (Ephesians 1:22)

2. The local church (Acts 14:23)

Of the 115 times that the word church is used in the New Testament, at least 92 refer to local congregations.

Popular ideas about what churches are like:

If we asked people what they think the church is, we would get quite a wide variety of responses...

    ■ an institution ■ a secret society
    ■ an organization ■ a religious club

In the Bible’s New Testament, the church is actually described with the following five terms: 

1. The church is a FELLOWSHIP.

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship.”( Acts 2:42 NLT)

2. The church is a FAMILY.

“Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the 
family of believers.” (Galatians 6:10 NLT)

3. The church is a BODY.

“Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.” (1 Corinthians 12:27 NLT)

4. The church is a FLOCK.

“I am the good shepherd; and I lay down my life for the sheep.” (John 10:14 NLT)

5. The church is an army.

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20 NLT)
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So, what does that look like at New Hope?
1. The church is a caring community, a family. Therefore, we will work to promote unity.

• In essential issues, we agree with each other
• In non-essential issues, we accept each other
• In all issues, we love each other

2. The church is a living “Body”, not an organization. The Lord has given each Christian a very significant role 
in the church’s ministry.

“Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same 
function...We each have different gifts according to the grace given us.” (Romans 12:4-6 NLT)

3. The church is guided and cared for by “pastors.”

The term we use is “pastor.” The New Testament uses several terms to describe leadership roles:

“To the elders...be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, serving as overseers.” (1 Peter 5:1, 2 
NLT)

“...Guard yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be pastors of the 
church of God...” (Acts 20:28 NLT)

Pastors are called: 

• To equip and train the members for ministry. (Ephesians 4:11-12)
• To live exemplary (though not perfect!) lives as Christians in their character, personal life, and family  
   relationships. (1 Timothy 3:1-7)

The church has a clear mission that underscores all we do.

4. What is New Hope’s purpose?

Mission Statement:  “To help all people become fully-devoted followers of Christ.”
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OUR STATEMENT OF FAITH- 

ABOUT GOD...
God is the Creator and Ruler of 
the universe.  He is spirit and 
has eternally existed in three 
persons: the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit.  These three 
are co-equal and are one God. 
Genesis 1:1,26,27; 3:22; Psalm 
90:2; Matthew 28:19; I Peter 
1:2; II Corinthians 13:14

ABOUT JESUS...  
Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  
He is co-equal with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit.  Jesus, was 
born of a virgin, lived a sinless 

human life and offered Himself 
as the perfect sacrifice for the 
sins of all people by dying on a 
cross.  He arose from the dead 
after three days to demonstrate 
His power over sin and death.  
He ascended to Heaven’s glory, 
and will return again someday to 
earth, to reign as King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords.
Matthew 1:22,23; Isaiah 9:6; 
John 1:1-5, 14:10-30; Hebrews 
4:14,15; I Corinthians 15:3,4; 
Romans 1:3,4; Acts 1:9-11; I 
Timothy 6:14,15; Titus 2:13

These are our essential 
doctrines.  Other issues 
that are non-essentials 
shall come together 
in Christian love and 
unity within this 
church community.  We 
recognize the validity of 
various viewpoints on 
non-essentials.  
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ABOUT THE HOLY SPIRIT... 
The Holy Spirit is co-equal with 
the Father and Jesus Christ. 
He is present in the world 
to make men aware of their 
need for Jesus Christ. He also 
lives in every Christian from 
the moment of salvation. He 
provides the Christian with 
power for living, understanding 
of spiritual truth and guidance 
in doing what is right. He gives 
believers spiritual gifts when 
they are saved. As Christians, 
we seek to live under His 
control daily.   
II Corinthians 3:17; John 
16:7-13, 14:16,17; Acts 1:8; 
I Corinthians 2:12, 3:16; 
Ephesians 1:13; Galatians 5:25; 
Ephesians 5:18

ABOUT THE BIBLE...
The Bible is God’s Word to 
us.  Human authors, under 
the supernatural guidance of 
the Holy Spirit, wrote it.  It is 
the supreme source of truth 
for Christian beliefs and living.  
Because God inspires it, it is the 
truth without any mixture of 
error.
II Timothy 3:16; II Peter 1:20, 
21; II Timothy 1:13, Psalm 
119:105, 160, 12:6; Proverbs 
30:5

ABOUT HUMAN BEINGS...
People are made in God’s 
image, which means we are 
spiritual beings with a soul.  We 
were created by God to have 
a personal relationship with 
Him.  Although every person 
has tremendous potential for 
good, all of us are marred by an 
attitude of disobedience toward 
God called ‘sin’.  This attitude 
separates people from God and 
causes many problems in life.
Genesis 1:27; Psalm 8:3-6; Isaiah 
53:6a; Romans 3:23; Isaiah 
59:1,2

ABOUT SALVATION... 
Salvation is God’s free gift 
but each person must decide 
whether or not they will accept 
it.  We can never make up for 
our sins by self-improvement or 
good works.  Only by trusting 
Jesus Christ as God’s offer of 
forgiveness, can we be saved 
from sin’s penalty.  When we 
turn from our self-ruled lives 
and turn to Jesus in faith, we are 
saved.  Eternal life begins the 
moment we receive Jesus Christ 
into our lives by faith.
Romans 6:23; Ephesians 2:8,9; 
John 14:6, 1:12; Titus 3:5; 
Galatians 3:26; Romans 5:1

ABOUT ETERNAL SECURITY...
Because God gives us eternal life 
through Jesus Christ, the true 
believer is secure in salvation 
for eternity. If you have been 
genuinely saved, you cannot “lose” 
it. Salvation is maintained by the 
grace and power of God, not by 
the self-effort of the Christian. It is 
the grace and sustaining power of 
God that gives us this security. 
John 10:28,29; II Timothy 1:12; 
Hebrews 7:25, 10:10, 14; I Peter 
1:3-5

ABOUT ETERNITY... 
People were created to exist 
forever. We will either exist 
eternally separated from God by 
sin or eternally with God through 
forgiveness and salvation. To be 
eternally separated from God is 
Hell. To be eternally in union with 
Him is eternal life. Heaven and Hell 
are real places of eternal existence.      
Hebrews 9:27; II Corinthians 
5:10; John 3:16; John 2:25; I John 
5:11-13; Romans 3:23; Romans 
6:23; Revelation 20:15

ABOUT THE CHURCH... 
There is one true universal church, 
known in the Bible as the body 
of Christ, composed of all those 
who acknowledge Jesus Christ 
as Savior.  The Bible commands 
believers to regularly gather, to 
devote themselves to worship, 

We believe this Statement of Faith to be an accurate 

summary of what the Bible teaches.
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prayer, teaching the Bible, and 
fellowship.
Matthew 16:15-19; Mark 
14:22-26; Acts 2:42-47; 
Romans 6:3-5; I Corinthians 
11:23-28; Ephesians 1:22-23; 
2:19-22; 4:11-12; Hebrews 
10:24-25

ABOUT MARRIAGE AND 
SEXUALITY...
It is the Bible’s position 
that marriage involves the 
commitment of one man and 
one woman for one lifetime. 
Though various cultures 
and customs have evolving 
definitions of marriage, it is 
God alone who has ultimate 
authority to prescribe and 
describe marriage (Genesis 
2:24, Matthew 19:1-9, Mark 
10:1-12).
Furthermore, sex is intended 
by God to be exercised and 
enjoyed only within the 
boundaries of marriage. 
(Matthew 15:19, 1 Corinthians 
6:9-11, 1 Thessalonians 4:3, 
Hebrews 13:4).
With the Bible as our guide, 
New Hope Church regards 
any and all forms of sexual 
immorality, including adultery, 
sex outside of marriage, 
homosexual behavior, bisexual 
conduct, bestiality, incest, 
pornography or even lustful 
intent toward such, as sinful 
and ultimately unsatisfying. 
We also regard as sinful the 
intent or desire to surgically 
alter one’s biological sex to 
a different sex. Since the 
body is a creation of God, 
we hold sexual identity to 
be biologically determined, 
and associated gender 
norms are to be observed 
as appropriate to biblical 

standards. Disagreement with 
one’s biological sex only leads 
to spiritual confusion and 
emotional chaos (Genesis 1:27, 
Romans 1:26-32, 1 Corinthians 
6:9-11).
In order to preserve the 
function and integrity of the 
Church as the local Body of 
Christ, and to provide a biblical 
example to the partners, 
attenders, and the community, 
it is imperative that everyone 
employed by the Church in 
any capacity or committed 
to the Church in partnership 
should abide by and agree to 
this “Statement on Marriage 
and Sexuality” and conduct 
themselves accordingly.
Though sexual expression 
outside of biblical guidelines 
is sinful, it is forgivable. The 
gospel provides redemption and 
restoration to all who confess 
and give up on their sin, seeking 
mercy and forgiveness through 
Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 
6:9-11, Ephesians 2:1-10, Titus 
3:3-7).
Furthermore, there is a 
difference between temptation 
and unrepented sin. Jesus was 
tempted in all ways as we are, 
yet He never sinned. Partners, 
employees, volunteers, and 
attenders of the Church 
wrestling with all manner of 
sexual temptation will find a 
Church ready to point them 
to Jesus and join with them 
to fight for their obedience to 
Christ. Jesus called the weary 
and heavy-laden to Himself. 
As a church desiring to help all 
people become fully devoted 
followers of Christ, New Hope 
Church will be a safe place for 
men and women fighting sexual 
temptations of all kinds. For 
those fighting temptation and 
repenting of sin, the Church 

will provide love, care and 
direction (Matthew 11:28-30, 
1 Corinthians 10:13, Hebrews 
2:17-18, Hebrews 4:14-16).
This “Statement on Marriage 
and Sexuality” does not provide 
grounds for bigotry, bullying or 
hate, as we fully believe that 
every person must be afforded 
compassion, love, kindness, 
respect and dignity, regardless 
of his or her lifestyle. Hateful 
and harassing behavior or 
attitudes directed toward any 
individual are to be recognized 
as sinful and are not in 
accordance with the Bible nor 
the teachings of the Church.
This “Statement on Marriage 
and Sexuality” is based upon 
God’s will for human life 
as conveyed to us through 
the Bible, upon which this 
Church has been founded and 
anchored, and this shall not 
be subject to change through 
popular vote; referendum; 
prevailing opinion of partners 
or the general public; influence 
of or interpretation by any 
government authority, agency, 
or official action; or legal 
developments on the local, 
state, or federal level.
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OUR MISSION:
To help all people become fully devoted
followers of Christ

For 16 years, New Hope was 
a portable church, meeting in 
various high schools.  In order 
to maximize our vision, we 
realized that we needed to 
have more opportunities to 
reach out to our community.  
We put together a facility 
acquisition team in order to 
identify a permanent location 
for New Hope.  In 2005, we 
acquired approximately nine 
acres of land in the rapidly 
developing South County area.  
Construction began in late 2006 
and the doors were opened in 
July 2008.

Our facility allows us to realize 
our vision statement:
“To fulfill our mission by 
establishing a community hub by 
offering resources, training, and 
support to help all people reach 
their God-given potential.”
New Hope is already impacting 
the community by addressing 
the critical need for childcare 
in the local community.  Our 
preschool, before and after 
school program, and camps are 
our first steps to serve families in 
our neighborhood.

New Hope exists 
to help all people 
become fully 
devoted followers of 
Jesus Christ.  This is 
our mission...
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HEART ATTITUDES
Be Humble- Put the goals and interests of others above your 
own.

“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in 
humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you 
should look not only to your own interests, but also to the 
interests of others.” (Philippians 2:3-4 NIV)

“So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each 
other. Just as I have loved you, you should love each other. 
Your love for one another will prove to the world that you 
are my disciples.” (John 13:34-35 NLT)

Be Authentic- Live an honest, open life before God 
and others.

“Therefore each of you must put off falsehood 
and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all 
members of one body.”  (Ephesians 4:25 NIV)

“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
we have fellowship with one another, and the 
blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all 
sin.” (1 John 1:7 NIV)

Be Teachable- Give and receive Biblical 
correction.

“And let us consider how we may spur 
one another on toward love and good 
deeds. Let us not give up meeting 
together, as some are in the habit 
of doing, but let us encourage one 
another—and all the more as you 
see the Day approaching.” 
(Hebrews 10:24-25 NIV)

“But encourage one another 
daily, as long as it is called 
Today, so that none of you 
may be hardened by sin’s 
deceitfulness.” 
(Hebrews 3:13 NIV) 
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Do Serve- Help wherever needed.

“God has given each of you some 
special abilities; be sure to use them 
to help each other, passing on to 
others God’s many kinds of blessings.” 
(1 Peter 4:10 NLT)

“He makes the whole body fit together 
perfectly. As each part does its own 
special work, it helps the other parts grow, 
so that the whole body is healthy and 
growing and full of love.” 
(Ephesians 4:16 NLT) 

Do Reconcile- Make relationships right.
“Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the 
altar and there remember that your brother has 
something against you, leave your gift there in front 
of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; 
then come and offer your gift.” 
(Matthew 5:23-24 NIV)

“Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you 
may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave 
you.” (Colossians 3:13 NIV)

Do Give- Support the church financially.
“On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside 
a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that 
when I come no collections will have to be made.”  
(1 Corinthians 16:2 NIV)

“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 
and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. Each man 
should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  (2 Corinthians 9:6-7 
NIV)

Do Follow- Follow spiritual leadership within Biblical limits.

“Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over 
you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their work 
will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you.” 
(Hebrews 13:17 NIV)

“All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, ‘God 
opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.’ Humble yourselves, therefore, 
under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. Cast all your anxiety 
on him because he cares for you.’” (1 Peter 5:5-7 NIV)
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NEW HOPE’S CORE VALUES

Found People
Find People

Devoted People 
Give

Growing People
Change

Saved People
Serve People

Connected People
Grow
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Small Groups
These groups provide a place 
where people can develop 
close friendships, receive 
encouragement and support, 
and learn how to apply the 
Bible to everyday life. And, if 
you’re investigating Christianity, 
small groups are a great place 
where you can ask questions 
and express honest doubts 
without feeling “put on the 
spot.” If you are not plugged 
into a group, please email us at 
smallgroups@newhope.org.

Celebrate Recovery
Celebrate Recovery is a 
biblically based 12 step 
recovery program that helps 
us overcome our hurts, habits, 
and hang-ups. It is designed 
as a program to help those 
struggling with any type of 
addiction, obsession, habit, or 
emotional wound by showing 
them the loving power of Jesus 
Christ through a 12 step recovery 
process.  Meetings are every 
Friday from 7-10 pm. You can 
contact us by email at celebrate.
recovery@newhope.org

Hope For Help
This is our umbrella ministry 
for our outreach events.  Since 
2010, we’ve partnered with 
Feed My Starving Children to 
pack meals each fall to send 
overseas.  We also work with our 
local community, schools, and 
governments to provide meals 
and clothes for those in need.

MINISTRIES
The ministries that make us...us.

Kids’ Time (Children’s Ministry)
Kids’ Time is available for kids 
from birth through fifth grade. 
Our philosophy is that church 
should be a fun, loving, safe 
place for kids to come and learn 
about Jesus. We want to build 
the foundation for our children 
to believe that church is a great 
place to be. 

Students
All of our students, grades 6th 
through 12th, meet every Sunday 
night at New Hope Church in the 
main auditorium.  Our vision is 
youth discovering how to live 
life for Jesus, wherever they 
are, through whatever they are 
interested in, with whatever they 
have to offer. 

People who haven’t attended church, or for some reason have quit going to church, are often surprised 
at how meaningful our services and ministries are. In fact, the opportunities are specifically designed 
for individuals checking out what it really means to have a personal relationship with Jesus and for 
long-time Christians who are growing in their faith. We have listed a few of the ministries here— for a full 
list, please visit www.newhope.org.

The Landing
The Landing is a support 
ministry designed to help 
students in grades 6th – 12th  
who are seeking extra help 
in navigating their teenage 
years. The Landing creates an 
environment where students 
can talk openly about what 
is going on in their lives, ask 
questions, and learn through 
the creative, interactive lessons 
that provide insight on how to 
follow God’s path in life even 
when things can suck. This 
unique ministry meets each 
Tuesday from 7 – 8:30 pm. You 
can contact us at thingscansuck.
com.
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What kind of leadership structure does New 
Hope have? How are decisions made?
New Hope has several categories of leadership. We have a Pastoral Staff that oversees the regular operation 
and ministry of the church. We also have a Leadership Team (Board of Directors). This Team handles 
responsibilities ranging from support and accountability of the Senior Pastor, financial review, policy issues 
that affect the congregation, and other matters that require spiritual maturity and wisdom. We also have a 
Constitution and By-Laws that guide us and that this Team oversees for us.

Our Small Group leaders provide front-line pastoral care for the people who attend their groups. This is where 
people build close relationships and our SGL’s provide guidance, encouragement and support.

We also have Ministry Team Leaders who direct our volunteer teams.

We have a congregational vote for our annual budget. The Leadership Team is approved by the congregation.

What kind of church is New Hope? 
You could call us non-denominational because we are self-governed and own our property. Others refer to us as inter-
denominational because we have people from many different backgrounds. As you can tell, a single label just doesn’t 
quite fit! 

What most people want to know is that we are a fully independent church! There are no outside authorities or boards 
that control us as in other denominations. 

In order to maximize ministry and to minimize maintenance, New Hope operates with a simple structure. Rather than 
“voting” on most issues of ministry, we will seek to delegate responsibility to those who are faithful and capable. Voting 
is reserved for the following issues:

• Annual budget
• Purchase of land or building
• Hiring/firing of the senior pastor

Even though we are an independent congregation, New Hope is purposely affiliated with several organizations that 
share our mission. We work together with a wide variety of churches, ministries, and organizations that have a similar 
heart for things that matter to God.
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What other groups does New Hope partner 
with?
Willow Creek Association (WCA)- Founded in 1992, WCA works to link like-minded, action-oriented 
churches with each other and with strategic vision, training, and resources. The WCA is a not-for-profit 
ministry, with more than 12,000 Member Churches from 90 denominations and 45 countries. These 
churches represent a wide variety of sizes, denominations, and backgrounds, and are ministering in literally 
every corner of the world.

Hope Global Network - A partnership of churches committed to developing value-shaping ministries and 
leadership for the local church, universities, and missionary outreach.

Northstar Church Network - A fellowship of over 170 congregations in Northern Virginia cooperating to start 
new churches and strengthen existing churches according to biblical principles.

Southern Baptist Convention (SBC) - More than 42,000 churches that cooperate together in a world-wide 
effort of ministry. Southern Baptist Churches have over 15 million members and include people from all 
nations, races, and backgrounds. The advantage in affiliating with the SBC is that it allows us to participate 
in the largest missionary organization in the world. Through the SBC Cooperative Program, we help support 
over 18,000 missionaries in 186 countries around the world.

Other organizations- Internationally, New Hope has worked with Samaritan’s Purse (Operation Christmas 
Child), Feed My Starving Children (FMSC), and Hope 4 Kids International. Locally, we have worked with 
Lorton Community Action Center, ECHO, Bryant Learning Center, and the South County School Pyramid. 

Why should I become a partner?
There are several things you should consider when thinking about church partnership. There is no “perfect” 
church (and even if there were, if you or I joined, it wouldn’t be perfect anymore!)

Some Christians live in a constant holding pattern waiting for some special event or sign to finally join. 
Others have decided that to join a local church would limit their freedom too much.

Here are three good reasons to join a local church:

1. Biblical Example—Throughout the New Testament, believers are consistently linked with local 
congregations for worship and ministry.

2. Practical Need—Partnership shows who can be counted on. Leadership and responsibility will be given 
to those who have demonstrated faithfulness, good character, and skill.

“And the things you have heard me say...entrust to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach 
others.” (2 Timothy 2:2 NLT)

3. Personal Benefit—Partnership will help you become spiritually mature in ways you cannot otherwise 
develop.

“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up 
meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another….” (Hebrews 
10:24, 25 NLT)
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With the ratification of the new 
Constitution and Bylaws in 2017, New 
Hope Church implemented a new 
way for people to connect with the 
church and God. It’s our version of 
church membership, and it’s called 
partnership. Instead of the privileges 
normally associated with membership, 
the partnership is about responsibilities. 
While we invite everyone to take on these 
responsibilities, partners are asked to 
make a commitment to fulfilling these 
responsibilities by completing the steps 
below. The partnership will be renewed on 
an annual basis. 
 
According to Scripture, participation and 
involvement in a local church is expected 
of a believer. At New Hope Church, we 
view our members as partners. Partnership 
implies participation and involvement. 
New Hope is not a club, rather we are a 
family on mission. As a result, joining our 
church family is a decision that should not 
be taken lightly. When you join a church, 
a mutual pledge of accountability and 
spiritual support is made between the 
church and the new partner. Given the 
importance of this decision, we require 
completion of the Discovering Partnership 
Class prior to becoming a partner. 
 

So why partnership and not membership? 
We all know people who are members of 
gyms and never go, but when you are a 
partner in an enterprise, you are extremely 
committed and involved. Even the Bible 
points to the principle of partnership in the 
local church.

WHAT IS PARTNERSHIP?
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We Believe Every Follower 
of Jesus Should Belong 
to a Local Church and be 
Committed to the Mission 
of that Church

New Hope Church 
exists to help all people 
become fully devoted 
followers of Jesus Christ.  

“Whenever I pray, I make my requests for all of you with 
joy, for you have been my partners in spreading the 
Good News about Christ from the time you first heard 
it until now. And I am certain that God, who began the 
good work within you, will continue his work until it is 
finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.” 

(Philippians 1:4-6 NLT)
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THINK ABOUT IT...
MEMBERSHIP PARTNERSHIP

Membership may emphasize privilege to 
the neglect of responsibility.

Partnership emphasizes privilege and 
responsibility.

Membership is a culturally hijacked 
term, more closely associated with 
country clubs and platinum cards.

Partnership is a term that carries less 
baggage and brings new metaphors 
biblically.

Membership could bring deeply rooted 
assumptions about church in general, 
that are no longer valid for your church.

Partnership creates an opportunity to 
reset expectations.

Membership is static. Partnership brings a sense of both 
action and direction. 

Membership is a relatively small portal 
for vision-casting.

Partnership opens possibilities for a 
dynamic range of future-orientation, 
life impact and influence, togetherness, 
adventure and risk-taking.
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STEP
01

STEP
02

STEP
03

There are three steps in becoming 
a partner at New Hope Church:

BAPTISM
Baptism is intended only for those who have made a 
decision to follow Jesus. If you have not been baptized 
following salvation, we ask you to take this step before 
becoming a partner. To help prepare you, we offer 
a Baptism Info Class. The class covers the biblical 
significance of baptism, frequently asked questions and 
gives you an opportunity to share your story. You can email 
us at baptism@newhope.org for more information.

ATTEND THE PARTNERSHIP CLASS
We offer a quarterly partnership class where you'll learn 
the vision and values of New Hope. We’ll explain the five 
Core Values, Heart Attitudes and theological distinctives 
our church lives by. At the end of the class you’ll have an 
opportunity to become a partner of New Hope. 

SIGN THE PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT
The final step in becoming a partner is to sign the 
partnership agreement. We will explain the agreement and 
answer any questions you might have at the partnership 
class. Once you fulfill the requirements of partnership and 
sign the agreement, you are considered a partner.

There is a sample of the Partnership Agreement in this 
document, starting on page 31.  When you are ready to sign 
the agreement, please visit nhc.click/partnership.
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FAQs

Why does 
partnership matter?

Does it really matter if we 
are a partner or not? Why 
do we have to take a class 
to become a partner? 
Why do we have to sign 
anything? People often 
ask these questions about 
our partnership process, 
skeptical as to why there 
seems to be so many 
‘hoops’ to jump through. 
Signing the Partnership 
Agreement shows who 
can be counted on.

It’s true. We take 
partnership seriously 
and it definitely matters. 

Committing ourselves to 
others and the church 
is weighty. But it’s also 
wonderful. When people 
become partners, they 
commit to a spiritual 
family that provides 
encouragement and 
support. We are called 
to a biblical degree of 
responsibility, service and 
sacrifice to our fellow 
partners. Our staff and 
leaders also pledge to assist 
you with care, counsel, 
prayer and teaching.

So why become a 
partner with New 
Hope Church?

Well, the bigger question 
is really, “Why should I join 
a church?” Simply put, we 

are called to commit our 
life to Jesus and to others in 
community. Sharing the love 
of Christ with the world is 
really what it means to be a 
Church. When we formally 
enter into a partnership 
agreement, we declare that 
our love for Christ, our love 
for His church and our heart 
for His purpose in the world 
are a serious reality in our 
life.

Why do I need to 
sign a partnership 
agreement?

This is by far the most 
frequently asked question. 
Being a partner of a church 
has to do with living out 
your identity as a follower 
of Jesus and member of 
the family of God. One of 
the ways we express this 
type of relationship in our 
culture is by affixing our 
signature to an agreement. 
It’s our way of saying, “I 
am declaring myself to 
be formally committed to 
this individual, group or 
organization. ”We do this 
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when we start a new job, 
when we get married, 
when we have a new child, 
when we purchase or rent 
a home, etc. The difference 
is that church partnership 
is an agreement, not a 
contract, before God. In 
the context of marriage, 
in particular, it is the 
supreme demonstration of 
love because it says “I am 
committing myself to you 
and no one else.” Given 
the nature of our identity 
in Christ, how much more 
should we formally commit 
ourselves to other brothers 
and sisters in Christ as part 
of a local church?

Does the partnership 
process create new 
barriers for people to 
join New Hope? 

New Hope is known to be 
welcoming to all people! It is 
readily apparent that people 
from all walks of life have 
found a home at New Hope. 
We are always working to 
remove any unnecessary 
barriers for people to 

partner with New Hope. 

Why do we renew 
our partnership each 
year?

Every year our partners will 
go through a Partnership 
Agreement Renewal. 
This process gives us the 
opportunity to update our 
personal information, share 
needs and give feedback, 
review our church’s 
agreement and renew the 
Partnership Agreement.

The annual renewal 
doesn’t change or diminish 
the faithfulness of our 
longstanding partners who 
are asked to sign. Instead, 
it honors that commitment, 
as it draws upon their 

example of faithfulness. 
It also reminds us that we 
are all on the same page 
together.

Why do you 
have to attend 
the Discovering 
Partnership Class? 

The Discovering 
Partnership Class 
introduces prospective 
partners to New Hope 
Church. The class is lead 
by the senior pastor. You’ll 
learn the vision and values 
of New Hope. We’ll explain 
the five core values, heart 
attitudes, and theological 
distinctive our church 
lives by. The Discovering 
Partnership Class is 
designed for those 18 years 
old and up. At the end of 
the class, you’ll have an 
opportunity to become a 
partner of New Hope. While 
unlikely, it is possible that 
someone might complete 
the class and decide against 
partnership. In either case, 
that person is making an 
informed decision. 
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Do you have to be 
baptized in order to 
be a partner of New 
Hope? 

Yes. The Bible teaches 
that baptism is a sign of 
our relationship with the 
Lord Jesus Christ. We 
believe that a person is 
saved by grace through 
faith in Christ alone and 
baptism is a sign of their 
decision. Therefore, it is 
an act of obedience for 
all of Christ’s followers, 
and therefore the mark 
of all true partners of the 
church. 

That said, we 
acknowledge that 
different churches 
practice baptism in 
different ways. At New 
Hope, baptism is done 
by immersion (going 
completely under 
water), and is offered 
to the individual upon 
confession of their faith in 
Jesus Christ for salvation 
from their sins. If you 
have a question about 
a previous baptism, a 
church staff member or 
pastor can determine 

if any prior baptisms are 
aligned with New Hope’s 
understanding and tradition 
of baptism. You can email us 
at baptism@newhope.org if 
you have any questions.

Do you have to be a 
partner to participate 
in the Lord’s Supper 
(Communion)? 

No. All believers who 
confess that Jesus is their 
Savior are welcome to 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper 
(Communion) at New Hope 
Church. 

If you are not a 
partner can you still 
volunteer at New 
Hope? 

We have opportunities for 
everyone to serve. We do 
have certain positions and 
leadership roles that require 
you to be a partner.  

If you are not a 
partner can you still 
participate at New 
Hope? 

While partnership is a 
meaningful agreement that 
we encourage, we welcome 
everyone (partner or not) 
that desires to participate 
with us with a variety of 
different opportunities 
(small groups, Bible studies, 
service opportunities, 
student, and children 
ministry, etc.). We would 
love to grow alongside you!

What do you do if 
you need to move?

Just let us know. Our 
hope will be that you 
continue to be part of 
New Hope through our 
online campus or that you 
will become a member 
of another Jesus-loving, 
Bible-teaching church in 
your new city.

How long will you 
be considered a 
partner?

We will ask all partners 
to renew their agreement 
annually.
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What are the 
‘benefits’ of 
becoming a 
partner?

Church partnership 
is more about what 
you are bringing to 
the church, than what 
the church is bringing 
to you (the church is 
the people, right?). At 
the same time, there 
are certain privileges 
granted to partners. 
Every partner shall have 
the privilege to vote on 
the following matters: 
Annual budget of New 
Hope and any material 
change to the structure 
of the budget during the 
year; acquisition of real 
property and related 
indebtedness; disposition 
of all or substantially all 
of New Hope’s assets; 
merger or dissolution 
of New Hope; removal 
of the Senior Pastor; 
amendments to the 
Articles of Incorporation, 
Constitution, or Bylaws 
of New Hope; and any 
other major event or 
decision as designated by 
the Leadership Team or 

Board. Additionally, most 
leadership positions at New 
Hope require that you are a 
partner.

What if you choose 
not to become a 
partner?

We will not, and cannot, 
force anyone to become 
a partner. That would be 
weird! All we can do is 
present the biblical case for 
partnership and call every 
follower of Jesus to gladly 
embrace becoming a partner 
of New Hope Church. It’s 
a vital component of your 
personal discipleship.

What is expected 
out of partners?

We will expect every 
partner to give of his or 
her time (participation 
in community, weekend 

gatherings, small group, 
etc.), treasure (regularly, 
sacrificial, joyful giving) 
and talents (serving in 
some way). The exact 
conditions and expectations 
will be spelled out in the 
partnership agreement 
itself. You are making an 
agreement with other 
partners of the church, 
the leadership, and God. 
Similarly, the leadership will 
make a covenant with you 
before God. It’s a beautiful 
thing. 

Is church partnership 
for super Christians?

Absolutely not. Church 
partnership is for all people 
who profess Jesus Christ as 
their Savior.

Can you become a 
partner at any time?

We will have set times 
during the year when we 
will hold a Discovering 
Partnership Class and open 
the opportunity to anyone 
who has just joined us or 
recently became a Christian.
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If you want to 
become a partner, 
but your spouse 
doesn’t, what do 
you do?

Ideally, both husband 
and wife join together. 
However, we do 
understand and appreciate 
situations where one 
spouse wants to become 
a partner while the other 
does not. Please discuss 
this as a couple and know 
that couples are not 
required to both become 
partners.

If you are still 
exploring a 
relationship with 
Jesus, can you 
become a partner?

We’re excited you’re with 
us! Church partnership is 
specifically for those who 
have accepted Jesus as 
Savior and Lord. So, for 
now, we’ll wait. Take your 
time to ask questions, get 
connected in our community 
and continue to explore 
the claims of Jesus Christ. 
If and when you decide to 
follow him, we’ll revisit the 
partnership topic.What if you were 

asked to leave your 
former church but 
want to become a 
partner with New 
Hope Church?

We will handle these 
situations on a case-by-
case basis. You can email 
us at info@newhope.org 
and let us know. As much 
as possible, we want to 
uphold Romans 12:18, “So 
far as it depends on you, 
live peaceably with all” 
particularly as it relates 
to other Christians and/or 
churches.

What if your 
questions were not 
asked here?

No worries, simply email us 
at info@newhope.org and 
we will get back to you.

Page 30

YourAgency Branding
Print &  
Development

Page
30NEW HOPE CHURCH



Partnership 
Agreement

The following pages represent the actual Partnership Agreement that perspective 
partners will sign.  For the purposes of this booklet, we have included the bible 
verses that are referenced in each item.  The New Living Translation has been chosen 
for the source of each bible verse.

As stated earlier in this booklet, once you fulfill the requirements of partnership and 
sign the agreement, you are considered a partner. You can fill out the agreement 
online at nhc.click/partnership.  
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New Hope Church 
Partnership Agreement
Having accepted Jesus Christ as my Savior and been baptized, and being in agreement 
with New Hope’s statements (Beliefs, Core Values, Heart Attitudes), strategy (mission, 
discipline and restoration), and structure (affiliation, leadership), I want to enter into 
the Partnership Agreement with the New Hope Church family. In doing so, I commit 
myself to God and to the other partners to fulfilling New Hope Church’s mission of 
helping all people become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ:

1.  I WILL PROTECT THE UNITY OF MY CHURCH

…By praying for its unity and direction

“Finally, dear brothers and sisters, we ask you to pray for us. Pray that the Lord’s 
message will spread rapidly and be honored wherever it goes, just as when it came to 
you.” (2 Thessalonians 3:1 NLT)

…By acting in love toward others

“You were cleansed from your sins when you obeyed the truth, so now you must show 
sincere love to each other as brothers and sisters. Love each other deeply with all your 
heart.” (1 Peter 1:22 NLT)

“Therefore, whenever we have the opportunity, we should do good to everyone—
especially to those in the family of faith.” (Galatians 6:10 NLT)

…By encouraging others with my words 

“Don’t use foul or abusive language. Let everything you say be good and helpful, so that your 
words will be an encouragement to those who hear them.” (Ephesians 4:29 NLT)

…By supporting the church’s leadership and direction 

“Obey your spiritual leaders, and do what they say. Their work is to watch over your 
souls, and they are accountable to God. Give them reason to do this with joy and not 
with sorrow. That would certainly not be for your benefit.” (Hebrews 13:17 NLT)
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2. I WILL SHARE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF MY CHURCH

…By viewing the unchurched around me through Jesus’ compassionate perspective 

“When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them because they were confused and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.”(Matthew 9:36 NLT)

… By intentionally building meaningful relationships with one or more unchurched people, 
seeking opportunities to invite them to come to know and believe in Jesus.

“Live wisely among those who are not believers, and make the most of every opportunity. 
Let your conversation be gracious and attractive so that you will have the right response 
for everyone.” (Colossians 4:5-6 NLT)

…By warmly welcoming our guests

“Don’t forget to show hospitality to strangers, for some who have done this have 
entertained angels without realizing it!”(Hebrews 13-2 NLT)

3.  I WILL SERVE THE MINISTRY OF MY CHURCH

…By intentionally balancing my life so that I have the necessary time and energy to discover 
and use my spiritual gifts, abilities and talents in ministry

“God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well 
to serve one another.”  (1 Peter 4:10 NLT)

…By seeking to meet in a small group setting with other believers in order to engage in 
authentic community, fellowship, worship and accountability

“As iron sharpens iron, so a friend sharpens a friend.”(Proverbs 27:17 NLT)

…By serving where I am needed

“For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others and to give his life as 
a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45 NLT)
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4.  I WILL SUPPORT THE TESTIMONY OF MY CHURCH

…By thoughtfully and consistently attending and participating in worship

“Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works. And let 
us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, 
especially now that the day of his return is drawing near.” (Hebrews 10:24-25 NLT)

… By having a lifestyle that honors God, my family and community of faith

“So we have not stopped praying for you since we first heard about you. We ask God to give 
you complete knowledge of his will and to give you spiritual wisdom and understanding. 
Then the way you live will always honor and please the Lord, and your lives will produce 
every kind of good fruit. All the while, you will grow as you learn to know God better and 
better.” (Colossians 1:9-10 NLT)

…By generously supporting the church financially, giving regularly and joyfully a percentage 
from my income and making available to God other resources He has entrusted to me for His 
use 

“On the first day of each week, you should each put aside a portion of the money you have 
earned. Don’t wait until I get there and then try to collect it all at once.” (1 Corinthians 
16:2 NLT)

The Staff and Leadership Team is entrusted with protecting, leading, equipping, and caring 
for the church body and the individual partner. We commit to the following responsibilities:

…To act as guardians of New Hope’s Vision, Mission, Values, and Beliefs

…To prayerfully seek God’s will for our church community and steward New Hope Church’s 
resources to the best of our ability based on our study of the Scriptures and the Holy Spirit’s 
guidance

“So guard yourselves and God’s people. Feed and shepherd God’s flock—his church, 
purchased with his own blood.”(Acts 20:28 NLT)

“And now, a word to you who are elders in the churches. I, too, am an elder and a witness 
to the sufferings of Christ. And I, too, will share in his glory when he is revealed to the 
whole world. As a fellow elder, I appeal to you:  Care for the flock that God has entrusted 
to you. Watch over it willingly, not grudgingly—not for what you will get out of it, but 
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because you are eager to serve God. Don’t lord it over the people assigned to your care, 
but lead them by your own good example.  And when the Great Shepherd appears, you 
will receive a crown of never-ending glory and honor.” (1 Peter 5:1-4 NLT)

…To care for the church and seek its growth in grace, truth, and love 

“Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on 
earth. Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the 
commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of 
the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20 NLT)

“Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more and more like Christ, 
who is the head of his body, the church. He makes the whole body fit together perfectly. As 
each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so that the whole body 
is healthy and growing and full of love.” (Ephesians 4:15-16 NLT)

“So we tell others about Christ, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all the 
wisdom God has given us. We want to present them to God, perfecting their relationship 
to Christ.” (Colossians 1:28 NLT)

…To provide biblically consistent preaching, teaching, and counsel

“For I didn’t shrink from declaring all that God wants you to know. So guard yourselves 
and God’s people. Feed and shepherd God’s flock—his church, purchased with his own 
blood—over which the Holy Spirit has appointed you as elders.”(Acts 20:27-28 NLT)
“Keep a close watch on how you live and on your teaching. Stay true to what is right for 
the sake of your own salvation and the salvation of those who hear you.”(1 Timothy 4:16 
NLT)

“As for you, Titus, promote the kind of living that reflects wholesome teaching.” (Titus 2:1 
NLT)

…To equip the partners of the church for the work of ministry 

“Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Their responsibility is to equip God’s people 
to do his work and build up the church, the body of Christ. This will continue until we 
all come to such unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will be mature 
in the Lord, measuring up to the full and complete standard of Christ.  Then we will no 
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longer be immature like children. We won’t be tossed and blown about by every wind of 
new teaching. We will not be influenced when people try to trick us with lies so clever they 
sound like the truth. Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every way more 
and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church. He makes the whole body fit 
together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so 
that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love.” (Ephesians 4:11-16 NLT)

…To be on guard against false teachers and teachings 

“Beware of false prophets who come disguised as harmless sheep but are really vicious 
wolves.” (Matthew 7:15 NLT)

“So guard yourselves and God’s people. Feed and shepherd God’s flock—his church, 
purchased with his own blood over which the Holy Spirit has appointed you as elders. I know 
that false teachers, like vicious wolves, will come in among you after I leave, not sparing 
the flock. Even some men from your own group will rise up and distort the truth in order 
to draw a following. Watch out! Remember the three years I was with you—my constant 
watch and care over you night and day, and my many tears for you.” (Acts 20:28-31 NLT)

When I left for Macedonia, I urged you to stay there in Ephesus and stop those whose 
teaching is contrary to the truth. Don’t let them waste their time in endless discussion of 
myths and spiritual pedigrees. These things only lead to meaningless speculations, which 
don’t help people live a life of faith in God. The purpose of my instruction is that all believers 
would be filled with love that comes from a pure heart, a clear conscience, and genuine 
faith. But some people have missed this whole point. They have turned away from these 
things and spend their time in meaningless discussions. They want to be known as teachers 
of the law of Moses, but they don’t know what they are talking about, even though they 
speak so confidently. (1 Timothy 1:3-7 NLT)

“Dear friends, do not believe everyone who claims to speak by the Spirit. You must test 
them to see if the spirit they have comes from God. For there are many false prophets in 
the world.” (1 John 4:1 NLT)

…To lovingly exercise discipline when necessary, for the glory of God, the good of the one 
disciplined and the health of the church as a whole

“If another believer sins against you, go privately and point out the offense. If the other 
person listens and confesses it, you have won that person back. But if you are unsuccessful, 
take one or two others with you and go back again, so that everything you say may be 
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confirmed by two or three witnesses. If the person still refuses to listen, take your case 
to the church. Then if he or she won’t accept the church’s decision, treat that person as a 
pagan or a corrupt tax collector. “I tell you the truth, whatever you forbid on earth will be 
forbidden in heaven, and whatever you permiton earth will be permitted in heaven.“I also 
tell you this: If two of you agree here on earth concerning anything you ask, my Father in 
heaven will do it for you. For where two or three gather together as my followers, I am 
there among them.”(Matthew 18:15-20 NLT)

“Dear brothers and sisters, if another believer is overcome by some sin, you who are godly 
should gently and humbly help that person back onto the right path. And be careful not to 
fall into the same temptation yourself.” (Galatians 6:1 NLT)

“My dear brothers and sisters, if someone among you wanders away from the truth and 
is brought back, you can be sure that whoever brings the sinner back from wandering will 
save that person from death and bring about the forgiveness of many sins.” (James 5:19-
20 NLT)

…To set an example and join partners in fulfilling the obligations of church partnership stated 
in the Partnership Agreement 

“Dear brothers and sisters, pattern your lives after mine, and learn from those who follow 
our example.”(Philippians 3:17 NLT)

Don’t let anyone think less of you because you are young. Be an example to all believers 
in what you say, in the way you live, in your love, your faith, and your purity. (1 Timothy 
4:12 NLT)

“And you yourself must be an example to them by doing good works of every kind. Let 
everything you do reflect the integrity and seriousness of your teaching. Teach the truth 
so that your teaching can’t be criticized. Then those who oppose us will be ashamed and 
have nothing bad to say about us.” (Titus 2:7-8 NLT)

“Don’t lord it over the people assigned to your care, but lead them by your own good 
example.” (1 Peter 5:3 NLT)
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My commitment to the mission of New Hope Church...

New Hope Church exists to help all people become fully devoted followers of Jesus Christ.  

I have read the New Hope Church’s Mission Statement and commit to engage in and 
promote this mission as a diligent, faithful disciple of Jesus, in whom my identity, worship, 
and fellowship exists, and for whose glory I model my interaction with our culture.

I understand that this agreement obligates me to the partners of New Hope Church 
and is an acknowledgment of my submission to the leadership of the church. I accept 
the responsibility to notify New Hope Church leadership if at any time I can no longer 
commit to this agreement, or if I have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding 
New Hope Church.
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