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The best and worst advertising for Jesus is 
the church. 
 
 

Four Ways the Church Gets it  
Wrong and Can Do Better 

 
 
Judging others rather than loving them. 
 
 
6 They were trying to trap him into saying 
something they could use against him, but Jesus 
stooped down and wrote in the dust with his 
finger. 7 They kept demanding an answer, so he 
stood up again and said, “All right, but let the one 
who has never sinned throw the first stone!”  
8 Then he stooped down again and wrote in the 
dust. 9 When the accusers heard this, they 
slipped away one by one, beginning with the 
oldest, until only Jesus was left in the middle of 
the crowd with the woman. 10 Then Jesus stood 
up again and said to the woman, “Where are 
your accusers? Didn’t even one of them 
condemn you?” 11 “No, Lord,” she said. And 
Jesus said, “Neither do I. Go and sin no more.” 

John 8:6-11 (NLT)  
 
 
Ranting about/to others rather than listening 
to them. 
 

15 Always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the 
hope that you have. But do this with gentleness 
and respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so 
that those who speak maliciously against your 
good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their 
slander. 

1 Peter 3:15-16 (NIV) 
 
 
Acting hypocritically rather than humbly. 
 
 
1 Do not judge others, and you will not be judged. 
2 For you will be treated as you treat others. The 
standard you use in judging is the standard by 
which you will be judged. 3 And why worry about 
a speck in your friend’s eye when you have a log 
in your own? 4 How can you think of saying to 
your friend, ‘Let me help you get rid of that speck 
in your eye,’ when you can’t see past the log in 
your own eye? 5 Hypocrite! First get rid of the log 
in your own eye; then you will see well enough to 
deal with the speck in your friend’s eye. 

Matthew 7:1-5 (NLT)  
 
 
Accommodating what God says is wrong 
rather than courageously representing truth. 
 
 
But God showed his great love for us by sending 
Christ to die for us while we were still sinners. 

Romans 5:8 (NLT) 
 
 
5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; 
make the most of every opportunity. 6 Let your 
conversation be always full of grace, seasoned 
with salt, so that you may know how to answer 
everyone. 

Colossians 4:5-6 (NIV) 
 


