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As Jesus was gaining in influence and popularity, 
His critics and enemies were doing all they could 
to try to discredit or embarrass Him. Below is an 
instance when one of these critics tried to get 
Jesus to make a public gaffe by getting Him to 
say things that could be used against Him. This 
critic was hoping Jesus would leave something 
essential out and therefore, give fuel to accusing 
Him of heresy. Instead, Jesus gives an answer 
that summarizes all the teaching of the Bible 
clearly and compellingly. 
 
 
 
35 One of them, an expert in religious law, tried to 
trap him with this question: 36 “Teacher, which is 
the most important commandment in the law of 
Moses?” 37 Jesus replied, “‘You must love the 
LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, 
and all your mind. 38 This is the first and greatest 
commandment. 39 A second is equally important: 
Love your neighbor as yourself. 40 The entire law 
and all the demands of the prophets are based 
on these two commandments.” 

Matthew 22:35-40 (NLT)  
 

You and I can use this as a filter for evaluating 
our thoughts, words and actions - “Does this lead 
me to better love God and others?” 
 
 
 
Today we are focusing on our actions, and we 
wrote down some that we believe God wants us 
to adopt and some we need to consider 
changing. The following passage reminds us of 
the reason why we do this. 
 
 
 
13 So think clearly and exercise self-control. Look 
forward to the gracious salvation that will come to 
you when Jesus Christ is revealed to the world.  
14 So you must live as God’s obedient children. 
Don’t slip back into your old ways of living to 
satisfy your own desires. You didn’t know any 
better then. 15 But now you must be holy in 
everything you do, just as God who chose you is 
holy. 16 For the Scriptures say, “You must be holy 
because I am holy.” 

1 Peter 1:13-16 (NLT) 
 
 
 
The word “holy” means something set apart for 
special use. The idea is that those of us that 
have accepted Jesus as our Savior and Leader 
are “set apart” for His purposes and we no longer 
do things merely because we want to – we want 
to do what He wants us to do. 
 
 
 
Look over the things you considered that you 
should change or adopt and make sure they are 
things you believe God would be pleased with. 
Going to Him in prayer and asking for help is the 
first step in implementing them. And hang on, 
next week at the conclusion of the series, we will 
look at what God provides to make real change 
possible. 
 


