
 
 
MESSAGE NOTES 
 

 
  Series: Vintage Christmas 
Message:    Blah Blah Blah 
Speaker:  Rusty Coram 
Date:   December 12/13, 2015  The Christmas season provides a lot of 
opportunities to interact with all kinds of 
people, in all kinds of circumstances. The 
wiser we are the better for us all! 
 
 
15 So be careful how you act; these are difficult 
days. Don’t be fools; be wise: 16 make the most of 
every opportunity you have for doing good. 
17 Don’t act thoughtlessly, but try to find out and 
do whatever the Lord wants you to. 

Ephesians 5:15-17 (TLB) 
 
 
When there are many words, transgression is 
unavoidable, But he who restrains his lips is 
wise.  

Proverbs 10:19 (NASB)  
 
 
Here are a few ways that God wants us to 
relate to others: 
 
Be authentic. 
 
 
Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing 
in every way more and more like Christ. 

Ephesians 4:15 (NLT) 

Confess your sins to each other and pray for 
each other so that you may be healed. The 
earnest prayer of a righteous person has great 
power and produces wonderful results. 

James 5:16 (NLT) 
 
 
Be gracious. 
 
 
29 Let everything you say be good and helpful, so 
that your words will be an encouragement to 
those who hear them…31 Get rid of all bitterness, 
rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as well as 
all types of evil behavior. 32 Instead, be kind to 
each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 
just as God through Christ has forgiven you. 

Ephesians 4:29, 31-32 (NLT)  
 
 
Be confident. 
 
 
Fearing people is a dangerous trap, but trusting 
the LORD means safety. 

Proverbs 29:25 (NLT)  
 
 
Be humble. 
 
 
Be patient.  
 
 
Be respectful. 
 
 
4 Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or 
boastful or proud 5 or rude. It does not demand 
its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no 
record of being wronged. 

1 Corinthians 13:4-5 (NLT) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Go to newhope.org and click on messages to download this week’s 
Take Home Sheet or stop by Guest Services to pick one up. 

BIBLE TRANSLATIONS: 
NASB – New American Standard Bible 
NLT – New Living Translation 
TLB – The Living Bible 



 
 
TAKE HOME SHEET 
 

 
 

Series: Vintage Christmas 
Message:    Blah Blah Blah 
Speaker:  Rusty Coram 
Date:   December 12/13, 2015  
 
All of us will have opportunities this 
Christmas to connect with many people. This 
is a great chance to show others the 
difference that Jesus makes in our lives, and 
what He offers everyone who accepts Him as 
their Savior and Lord.  
 
 
What are some of the opportunities that you have 
coming up? (Vacation, family, office or 
neighborhood gatherings, guests in your home, 
parties, etc…) List the ones you expect to be a 
part of: 
 
 
 
Now take some time and review the message 
notes and think about how you can prepare 
yourself as you head into the opportunities 
coming up. 
 
 
 
What do you anticipate being a challenge for 
you?  
 
 
 

Is there someone or a group you have difficulty 
relating well to? If so, take a moment now and 
ask God to help you approach them with courage 
and love. 
 
 
 
Take some time now and read through the 
following passage, praying along the way for 
God to help you adopt this kind of loving as 
the way to treat others this Christmas. 
 
1 If I could speak all the languages of earth and 
of angels, but didn’t love others, I would only be a 
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I had the gift 
of prophecy, and if I understood all of God’s 
secret plans and possessed all knowledge, and if 
I had such faith that I could move mountains, but 
didn’t love others, I would be nothing. 3 If I gave 
everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed 
my body, I could boast about it; but if I didn’t love 
others, I would have gained nothing. 4 Love is 
patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful 
or proud 5 or rude. It does not demand its own 
way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of 
being wronged. 6 It does not rejoice about 
injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. 
7 Love never gives up, never loses faith, is 
always hopeful, and endures through every 
circumstance. 8 Prophecy and speaking in 
unknown languages and special knowledge will 
become useless. But love will last forever! 9 Now 
our knowledge is partial and incomplete, and 
even the gift of prophecy reveals only part of the 
whole picture! 10 But when full understanding 
comes, these partial things will become useless. 
11 When I was a child, I spoke and thought and 
reasoned as a child. But when I grew up, I put 
away childish things. 12 Now we see things 
imperfectly as in a cloudy mirror, but then we will 
see everything with perfect clarity. All that I know 
now is partial and incomplete, but then I will know 
everything completely, just as God now knows 
me completely. 13 Three things will last forever—
faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of these 
is love.” 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 (NLT) 
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