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ethics (Oxford Dictionary): moral principles that 
govern a person's behavior 
      
      
 9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man 
named Matthew sitting at the tax collector's 
booth. "Follow me," he told him, and Matthew got 
up and followed him. 10 While Jesus was having 
dinner at Matthew's house, many tax collectors 
and "sinners" came and ate with him and his 
disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they 
asked his disciples, "Why does your teacher eat 
with tax collectors and 'sinners'?" 12 On hearing 
this, Jesus said, "It is not the healthy who need a 
doctor, but the sick. 13 But go and learn what this 
means: 'I desire mercy, not sacrifice.' For I have 
not come to call the righteous, but sinners." 

Matthew 9:9-13 (NIV) 
 
 
Lessons for us on how Jesus treated people 

 
Jesus didn’t just talk about people…He 
deeply cares about them. 
 
 
 

Jesus’ concern leads Him to risk His own 
social standing. (See the Take Home Sheet for 
more on this.) 
 
 
 
 
Watching how Jesus accepted Matthew and 
his friends, shows there is hope for everyone. 
 
 
 
 
How I respond to Jesus’ call is what matters. 
 
 
 
 
12 It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the 
sick. 13 But go and learn what this means: 'I 
desire mercy, not sacrifice.' For I have not come 
to call the righteous, but sinners. 

Matthew 9:12-13 (NLT) 
 
 
 
Prove by the way you live that you have repented 
of your sins and turned to God. 

Matthew 3:8 (NLT) 
 
 
 
36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion 
on them because they were confused and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 He 
said to his disciples, “The harvest is great, but 
the workers are few. 38 So pray to the Lord who is 
in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more 
workers into his fields.” 

Matthew 9:36-38 (NLT) 


