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They couldn’t bring him to Jesus 
because of the crowd, so they dug 
a hole through the roof above his 
head. Then they lowered the man 
on his mat, right down in front of 
Jesus. Seeing their faith, Jesus said to 
the paralyzed man, “My child, your 
sins are forgiven.”  But some of the 
teachers of religious law who were 
sitting there thought to themselves, 
“What is he saying? This is blasphemy! 
Only God can forgive sins!” Jesus 
knew immediately what they were 
thinking, so he asked them, “Why do 
you question this in your hearts?  Is 
it easier to say to the paralyzed man 
‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or ‘Stand 
up, pick up your mat, and walk’?  So 
I will prove to you that the Son of 
Man[a] has the authority on earth to 
forgive sins.” Then Jesus turned to the 
paralyzed man and said, “Stand up, 
pick up your mat, and go home!” And 
the man jumped up, grabbed his mat, 
and walked out through the stunned 
onlookers. They were all amazed and 
praised God, exclaiming, “We’ve never 
seen anything like this before!”

Mark 2:4-12 (NLT)  

As he was speaking, the teachers 
of religious law and the Pharisees 
brought a woman who had been 

caught in the act of adultery. They put 
her in front of the crowd. “Teacher,” 
they said to Jesus, “this woman was 
caught in the act of adultery. The law 
of Moses says to stone her. What do 
you say?” They were trying to trap 
him into saying something they could 
use against him, but Jesus stooped 
down and wrote in the dust with 
his finger. They kept demanding an 
answer, so he stood up again and 
said, “All right, but let the one who has 
never sinned throw the first stone!”  
Then he stooped down again and 
wrote in the dust. When the accusers 
heard this, they slipped away one by 
one, beginning with the oldest, until 
only Jesus was left in the middle of 
the crowd with the woman. Then 
Jesus stood up again and said to the 
woman, “Where are your accusers? 
Didn’t even one of them condemn 
you?” “No, Lord,” she said.  And Jesus 
said, “Neither do I. Go and sin no 
more.”

John 8:3-11 (NLT)

At about that time Jesus was walking 
through some grainfields on the 
Sabbath. His disciples were hungry, 
so they began breaking off some 
heads of grain and eating them. But 
some Pharisees saw them do it and 



protested, “Look, your disciples are 
breaking the law by harvesting grain 
on the Sabbath.” Jesus said to them, 
“Haven’t you read in the Scriptures 
what David did when he and his 
companions were hungry? He went 
into the house of God, and he and 
his companions broke the law by 
eating the sacred loaves of bread that 
only the priests are allowed to eat. 
And haven’t you read in the law of 
Moses that the priests on duty in the 
Temple may work on the Sabbath? 
I tell you, there is one here who is 
even greater than the Temple! But 
you would not have condemned my 
innocent disciples if you knew the 
meaning of this Scripture: ‘I want you 
to show mercy, not offer sacrifices.’ 
For the Son of Man is Lord, even over 
the Sabbath!” Then Jesus went over 
to their synagogue, where he noticed 
a man with a deformed hand. The 
Pharisees asked Jesus, “Does the law 
permit a person to work by healing 
on the Sabbath?” (They were hoping 
he would say yes, so they could 
bring charges against him.) And he 
answered, “If you had a sheep that fell 
into a well on the Sabbath, wouldn’t 
you work to pull it out? Of course you 
would. And how much more valuable 

is a person than a sheep! Yes, the law 
permits a person to do good on the 
Sabbath.” Then he said to the man, 
“Hold out your hand.” So the man held 
out his hand, and it was restored, just 
like the other one! Then the Pharisees 
called a meeting to plot how to kill 
Jesus.

Matthew 12:1-14 (NLT)

Then Jesus said to the crowds and 
to his disciples, “The teachers of 
religious law and the Pharisees are 
the official interpreters of the law of 
Moses. So practice and obey whatever 
they tell you, but don’t follow their 
example. For they don’t practice what 
they teach. They crush people with 
unbearable religious demands and 
never lift a finger to ease the burden.

Matthew 23:1-4 (NLT)

As we fulfill God’s purpose, we will 
experience conflict.  

Don’t compromise truth just to be 
liked by others.

Just because it’s popular, doesn’t 
mean it’s right. 



Questions: 

1. What are some conflicts that you 
face with your family, friends, 
classmates, and teammates?

2. What are some “popular beliefs” 
that may not align with the truth?

3. When are some times you feel you 
have compromised truth?

4. What are some practical ways 
we can fight the temptation to 
compromise truth and follow what 
is right?

5. What are the consequences of 
“going with the flow” instead of 
aligning with God’s truth?

6. How can we align and act on God’s 
truth without being “that guy” who 
just spouts of how everyone else is 
wrong?

Challenge:

Identify areas in your life that you may 
be compromising truth and allow God 
to show you the right path to take?

• Tonight- “The Fight” (Small Groups)
• March 26- “The Fight” (Service Project)
• April 2- “The Fight” (Small Groups) (Free 

Food Sunday)
• April 9- “The Fight” (Small Groups)
• April 16- Easter (No Takeover)
• April 23- Feed My Starving Children (No 

Takeover)

Be here for our next service project 
for the parents and kids at Project 
Opportunity. March 26th after the 
Takeover service (no small groups)

Easter Story Eggs


