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God designed His church to operate as a 
team where we encourage, support, correct 
and restore each other. All that we 
experience, good or bad, can be used by 
God to make a positive impact in our life, and 
the lives of others, if we are surrendered to 
Him and His will.  
 
Teamwork in the church helps us handle 
things like: [Notice the impact of prayer!] 
 
Tough spots – where we could be tempted to 
give up or give in to hopelessness or despair. 
 
3 Give my greetings to Priscilla and Aquila, my 
co-workers in the ministry of Christ Jesus. 4 In 
fact, they once risked their lives for me. I am 
thankful to them, and so are all the Gentile 
churches. 5 Also give my greetings to the church 
that meets in their home. 

Romans 16:3-5 (NLT) 
 
8 We think you ought to know, dear brothers and 
sisters, about the trouble we went through in the 
province of Asia. We were crushed and 
overwhelmed beyond our ability to endure, and 
we thought we would never live through it. 9 In 
fact, we expected to die. But as a result, we 
stopped relying on ourselves and learned to rely 
only on God, who raises the dead. 10 And he did 
rescue us from mortal danger, and he will 

rescue us again. We have placed our 
confidence in him, and he will continue to rescue 
us. 11 And you are helping us by praying for us. 
Then many people will give thanks because God 
has graciously answered so many prayers for 
our safety. 

2 Corinthians 1:8-11 (NLT) 
 
Blind spots – areas where we have 
unrecognized attitudes, habits or behaviors that 
are not Christ-like. 
 
[Read Galatians 2:11-21 where Paul confronts 
Peter about his hypocrisy.] 
 
Weak spots – areas in our life where we are 
prone to fall into dangerous and sinful behavior 
or attitudes. 
 
Brothers and sisters, we urge you to warn those 
who are lazy. Encourage those who are timid. 
Take tender care of those who are weak. Be 
patient with everyone. 

1 Thessalonians 5:14 (NLT)  
 
Sore spots – past or present hurts or trouble 
that could derail us from following God. 
 
3 All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. God is our merciful Father and the 
source of all comfort. 4 He comforts us in all our 
troubles so that we can comfort others. When 
they are troubled, we will be able to give them 
the same comfort God has given us. 

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 (NLT)  
 
8 We do not want you to be uninformed, 
brothers, about the hardships we suffered in the 
province of Asia. We were under great pressure, 
far beyond our ability to endure, so that we 
despaired even of life. 9 Indeed, in our hearts we 
felt the sentence of death. But this happened 
that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, 
who raises the dead. 10 He has delivered us from 
such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On 
him we have set our hope that he will continue 
to deliver us, 11 as you help us by your prayers. 
Then many will give thanks on our behalf for the 
gracious favor granted us in answer to the 
prayers of many. 

2 Corinthians 1:8-11 (NIV) 
 
Also see 1 Thessalonians 3:1-8 


