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Here is a promise to hold onto when facing 
difficult times and circumstances:  
 
The eyes of the LORD search the whole earth in 
order to strengthen those whose hearts are fully 
committed to him. 

2 Chronicles 16:9 (NLT) 
 
7 At that time Hanani the seer came to King Asa 
and told him, “Because you have put your trust in 
the king of Aram instead of in the LORD your 
God, you missed your chance to destroy the 
army of the king of Aram. 8 Don’t you remember 
what happened to the Ethiopians and Libyans 
and their vast army, with all of their chariots and 
charioteers? At that time you relied on the LORD, 
and he handed them over to you. 9 The eyes of 
the LORD search the whole earth in order to 
strengthen those whose hearts are fully 
committed to him. What a fool you have been! 
From now on you will be at war.” 10 Asa became 
so angry with Hanani for saying this that he threw 
him into prison and put him in stocks. At that time 
Asa also began to oppress some of his people. 11 

The rest of the events of Asa’s reign, from 
beginning to end, are recorded in The Book of 
the Kings of Judah and Israel. 12 In the thirty-
ninth year of his reign, Asa developed a serious 
foot disease. Yet even with the severity of his 
disease, he did not seek the LORD’s help but 
turned only to his physicians. 13 So he died in the 

forty-first year of his reign. 14 He was buried in the 
tomb he had carved out for himself in the City of 
David. He was laid on a bed perfumed with sweet 
spices and fragrant ointments, and the people 
built a huge funeral fire in his honor. 

2 Chronicles 16:7-14 (NLT)  
 
Teach me how to live, O LORD. Lead me along 
the right path, for my enemies are waiting for me. 

Psalm 27:11 (NLT) 
 
Now let’s look at how Jesus used God’s Words to 
stay on the right path. 
 
1 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted there by the devil. 2 For 
forty days and forty nights he fasted and became 
very hungry. 3 During that time the devil came 
and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell 
these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But 
Jesus told him, “No! The Scriptures say, ‘People 
do not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.’” 5 Then the devil 
took him to the holy city, Jerusalem, to the 
highest point of the Temple, 6 and said, “If you 
are the Son of God, jump off! For the Scriptures 
say, ‘He will order his angels to protect you. And 
they will hold you up with their hands so you 
won’t even hurt your foot on a stone.’” 7 Jesus 
responded, “The Scriptures also say, ‘You must 
not test the LORD your God.’” 8 Next the devil 
took him to the peak of a very high mountain and 
showed him the kingdoms of the world and all 
their glory. 9 “I will give it all to you,” he said, “if 
you will kneel down and worship me.” 10  “Get out 
of here, Satan,” Jesus told him. “For the 
Scriptures say, ‘You must worship the LORD 
your God and serve only him.’” 11 Then the devil 
went away, and angels came and took care of 
Jesus. 

Matthew 4:1-11 (NLT) 
 
Jesus was tempted to take shortcuts to make life 
work. He shows us how to resist temptation and 
stay on the path that God will bless. 
 
Jesus responded to each temptation with truth 
from God’s Word, specifically and immediately. 

 
 

Go to newhope.org and click on messages to download this week’s 
Take Home Sheet or stop by Guest Services to pick one up. 
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