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Jesus’ birth gives us something to hope for 
and Jesus’ life gives us something to stand 
on. 
 
Jesus’ perfect life is necessary for salvation. 
 
Why did Jesus have to be perfect? 
18 Yes, Adam’s one sin brings condemnation for 
everyone, but Christ’s one act of righteousness 
brings a right relationship with God and new life 
for everyone. 19 Because one person disobeyed 
God, many became sinners. But because one 
other person obeyed God, many will be made 
righteous. 

Romans 5:18-19 (NLT) 
 
Jesus was our representative and obeyed for 
us where Adam had failed and disobeyed. 
 
9 This High Priest of ours understands our 
weaknesses, for he faced all of the same testings 
we do, yet he did not sin. 

Hebrews 4:15 (NLT) 
 
 Those who say they live in God should live their 
lives as Jesus did. 

1 John 2:6 (NLT) 

Following Jesus is about progression, not 
perfection. 
 
   •  It takes faith to obey 
 
      1 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the   
      wilderness to be tempted there by the devil.  
      2 For forty days and forty nights he fasted and  
      became very hungry. 

Matthew 4:1-2 (NLT) 
 
   •  Our obedience takes focus 
 
       3 During that time the devil came and said to      
      him, “If you are the Son of God, tell these  
      stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But  
      Jesus told him, “No! The Scriptures say,   
      ‘People do not live by bread alone, but by  
      every word that comes from the mouth of   
      God.’” 
 
      5 Then the devil took him to the holy city,   
      Jerusalem, to the highest point of the  
      Temple, 6 and said, “If you are the Son of  
      God, jump off! For the Scriptures say, ‘He will  
      order his angels to protect you. And they will  
      hold you up with their hands so you won’t  
      even hurt your foot on a stone.’” 7 Jesus  
      responded, “The Scriptures also say, ‘You  
      must not test the LORD your God.’” 

 
      8 Next the devil took him to the peak of a very  
      high mountain and showed him all the  
      kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9 “I will  
      give it all to you,” he said, “if you will kneel  
      down and worship me.” 10 “Get out of here,  
      Satan,” Jesus told him. “For the Scriptures  
      say, ‘You must worship the LORD your God  
      and serve only him.’” 

Matthew 4:3-10 (NLT) 
 

   •  Obedience leads to freedom 
 
      11 Then the devil went away, and angels     
       came to take care of Jesus. 

Matthew 4:11 (NLT) 
 

Go to newhope.org and click on messages to download this week’s  
Take Home Sheet or stop by Guest Services to pick one up. 
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