
How to Fight Racism: Courageous Christianity and 
the Journey Toward Racial Justice
By Jemar Tisby

Racism is pervasive in today’s world, and many are 
complicit in the failure to confront its evils. Jemar 
Tisby, author of the award-winning The Color of 
Compromise, believes we need to move beyond 
mere discussions about racism and begin equipping 
people with the practical tools to fight against it.

How to Fight Racism is a handbook for pursuing 
racial justice with hands-on suggestions bolstered 
by real-world examples of change. Tisby offers an 
array of actionable items to confront racism in our 
relationships and in everyday life through a simple 
framework--the A.R.C. Of Racial Justice--that helps 
readers consistently interrogate their own actions 
and maintain a consistent posture of anti-racist 
action. This book is for anyone who believes it is time 
to stop compromising with racism and courageously 
confront it.

Tisby roots the ultimate solution to racism in the 
Christian faith as we embrace the implications of 
what Jesus taught his followers. Beginning in the 
church, he provides an opportunity to be part of the 
solution and suggests that the application of these 
principles can offer us hope that will transform our 
nation and the world. Tisby encourages us to reject 
passivity and become active participants in the 
struggle for human dignity across racial and ethnic 
lines. Readers of the book will come away with a clear 
model for how to think about race in productive ways 
and a compelling call to dismantle a social hierarchy 
long stratified by skin color.



Strength to Love
By Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

“If there is one book Martin Luther King, Jr. has 
written that people consistently tell me has changed 
their lives, it is Strength to Love.”

So wrote Coretta Scott King. She continued: “I believe 
it is because this book best explains the central 
element of Martin Luther King, Jr.’ s philosophy 
of nonviolence: His belief in a divine, loving 
presence that binds all life. That insight, luminously 
conveyed in this classic text, here presented in a 
new and attractive edition, hints at the personal 
transformation at the root of social justice: “ By 
reaching into and beyond ourselves and tapping the 
transcendent moral ethic of love, we shall overcome 
these evils.”

In these short meditative and sermonic pieces, some 
of them composed in jails and all of them crafted 
during the tumultuous years of the Civil Rights 
struggle, Dr. King articulated and espoused in a 
deeply personal compelling way his commitment 
to justice and to the intellectual, moral, and spiritual 
conversion that makes his work as much a blueprint 
today for Christian discipleship as it was then.

Individual readers, as well as church groups and 
students will find in this work a challenging yet 
energizing vision of God and redemptive love.



The Color of Compromise
By  Jemar Tisby

The Color of Compromise is both enlightening and 
compelling, telling a history we either ignore or just 
don’t know. Equal parts painful and inspirational, it 
details how the American church has helped create 
and maintain racist ideas and practices. You will 
be guided in thinking through concrete solutions 
for improved race relations and a racially inclusive 
church.

The Color of Compromise:

• Takes you on a historical, sociological, and 
religious journey: from America’s early colonial 
days through slavery and the Civil War

• Covers the tragedy of Jim Crow laws, the victories 
of the Civil Rights era, and the strides of today’s 
Black Lives Matter movement

• Reveals the cultural and institutional tables we 
have to flip in order to bring about meaningful 
integration

• Charts a path forward to replace established 
patterns and systems of complicity with bold, 
courageous, immediate action

• Is a perfect book for pastors and other faith 
leaders, students, non-students, book clubs, small 
group studies, history lovers, and all lifelong 
learners

The Color of Compromise is not a call to shame or 
a platform to blame white evangelical Christians. 
It is a call from a place of love and desire to fight 
for a more racially unified church that no longer 
compromises what the Bible teaches about human 
dignity and equality. A call that challenges black and 
white Christians alike to standup now and begin 
implementing the concrete ways Tisby outlines, 
all for a more equitable and inclusive environment 
among God’s people. Starting today.



Mother to Son: Letters to a Black Boy on Identity 
and Hope
By Jasmine L. Holmes

“Wynn is my son. No little boy could be more loved by 
his parents. Inquisitive, fiercely affectionate, staunchly 
opinionated, he sees the world through eyes of 
wonder and has yet to become jaded by society’s 
cruelty. I know he’ll grow up with stories of having 
been made to feel ‘other’ because of the color of his 
skin. I want to teach him that, though life’s unfair, he 
still has incomparable value in the eyes of his heavenly 
Father. I know this wondrous little person has the 
potential to change the world and I want him to know 
it too.” In Mother to Son, Jasmine Holmes shares a 
series of powerful letters to her young son. These are 
about her journey as an African American Christian 
and what she wants her son to know as he grows and 
approaches the world as a black man. Holmes deals 
head-on with issues ranging from discipleship and 
marriage to biblical justice. She invites us to read over 
her shoulder as she reminds Wynn that his identity is 
firmly planted in the person and work of Jesus Christ, 
even when the topic is one as emotionally charged as 
race in America.

United: Captured by God’s Vision for Diversity
By Trillia J. Newbell

What’s the view from where you worship—racially 
diverse or racially monochrome?

On the Last Day every tongue and tribe will be 
represented in the glorious chorus praising God with 
one voice. Yet today our churches remain segregated. 
Can we reflect the beauty of the last day this day?

United will inspire, challenge, and encourage readers 
to pursue the joys of diversity through stories of the 
author’s own journey and a theology of diversity 
lived out.

It’s time to capture a glimpse of God’s magnificent 
creativity. In the pages of United, Trillia Newbell 
reveals the deeply moving, transforming power of 
knowing—really knowing—someone who is equal 
yet unique. As we learn to identify in Christ rather 
than in our commonalities, we begin to experience 
the depth and power of gospel unity.



Be the Bridge: Pursuing God’s Heart for Racial 
Reconciliation
By Latasha Morrison

In an era where we seem to be increasingly divided 
along racial lines, many are hesitant to step into the 
gap, fearful of saying or doing the wrong thing. At 
times the silence, particularly within the church, seems 
deafening.
 
But change begins with an honest conversation 
among a group of Christians willing to give a voice to 
unspoken hurts, hidden fears, and mounting tensions. 
These ongoing dialogues have formed the foundation 
of a global movement called Be the Bridge—a 
nonprofit organization whose goal is to equip the 
church to have a distinctive and transformative 
response to racism and racial division.
 
In this perspective-shifting book, founder Latasha 
Morrison shows how you can participate in this 
incredible work and replicate it in your own 
community. With conviction and grace, she examines 
the historical complexities of racism. She expertly 
applies biblical principles, such as lamentation, 
confession, and forgiveness, to lay the framework for 
restoration.
 
Along with prayers, discussion questions, and other 
resources to enhance group engagement, Be the 
Bridge presents a compelling vision of what it means 
for every follower of Jesus to become a bridge 
builder—committed to pursuing justice and racial 
unity in light of the gospel.



Rediscipling the White Church: From Cheap 
Diversity to True Solidarity
By David Swanson

“Many white Christians across America are waking 
up to the fact that something is seriously wrong but 
often this is where we get stuck.” Confronted by the 
deep-rooted racial injustice in our society, many white 
Christians instinctively scramble to add diversity to 
their churches and ministries. But is diversity really 
the answer to the widespread racial dysfunction we 
see in the church? In this simple but powerful book, 
Pastor David Swanson contends that discipleship, 
not diversity, lies at the heart of our white churches’ 
racial brokenness. Before white churches can pursue 
diversity, he argues, we must first take steps to address 
the faulty discipleship that has led to our segregation 
in the first place. Drawing on the work of philosopher 
James K. A. Smith and others, Swanson proposes 
that we rethink our churches’ habits, or liturgies, and 
imagine together holistic, communal discipleship 
practices that can reform us as members of Christ’s 
diverse body.

Let Justice Roll
By  John M. Perkins

His brother died in his arms, shot by a deputy marshal. 
He was beaten and tortured by the sheriff and state 
police. But through it all he returned good for evil, love 
for hate, progress for prejudice, and brought hope to 
black and white alike. The story of John Perkins is no 
ordinary story. Rather, it is a gripping portrayal of what 
happens when faith thrusts a person into the midst of 
a struggle against racism, oppression, and injustice. 
It is about the costs of discipleship--the jailings, the 
floggings, the despair, the sacrifice. And it is about 
the transforming work of faith that allowed John 
to respond to such overwhelming indignities with 
miraculous compassion, vision, and hope.



Oneness Embraced: Reconciliation, the Kingdom, 
and How We are Stronger Together
By  Tony Evans

Oneness is hard achieve. Let the kingdom unity of 
Scripture point the way.

Today’s world is torn apart. Tension is everywhere. 
Brother is pitted against brother, sister against 
sister, citizen against citizen, even Christian against 
Christian. It’s so hard to find agreement—much less 
real harmony—in our polarized society. Can there be 
a way forward?

Tony Evans knows how elusive unity can be. 
As a black man who’s also a leader in white 
evangelicalism, he understands how hard it can be 
to bring these worlds together. Yet he’s convinced 
that the gospel provides a way for Christians to find 
oneness despite the things that divide us. In the 
Word of God, we find a kingdom-based approach 
to matters of history, culture, the church, and social 
justice. In this book, you’ll get:

• A Biblical Look at Oneness
• A Historical View of the Black Church
• A Kingdom Vision for Societal Impact

Although oneness is hard to achieve, the Christian 
must never stop striving. It’s a kingdom imperative. 
As Tony reminds us, “Glorifying God is our ultimate 
goal. Oneness exists to enable us to reach our goal.”



I’m Still Here: Black Dignity in a World Made for 
Whiteness
By  Austin Channing Brown

Austin Channing Brown’s first encounter with a 
racialized America came at age seven, when she 
discovered her parents named her Austin to deceive 
future employers into thinking she was a white man. 
Growing up in majority-white schools and churches, 
Austin writes, “I had to learn what it means to love 
blackness,” a journey that led to a lifetime spent 
navigating America’s racial divide as a writer, speaker, 
and expert helping organizations practice genuine 
inclusion.

In a time when nearly every institution (schools, 
churches, universities, businesses) claims to value 
diversity in its mission statement, Austin writes 
in breathtaking detail about her journey to self-
worth and the pitfalls that kill our attempts at racial 
justice. Her stories bear witness to the complexity 
of America’s social fabric—from Black Cleveland 
neighborhoods to private schools in the middle-class 
suburbs, from prison walls to the boardrooms at 
majority-white organizations.

For readers who have engaged with America’s legacy 
on race through the writing of Ta-Nehisi Coates and 
Michael Eric Dyson, I’m Still Here is an illuminating 
look at how white, middle-class, Evangelicalism 
has participated in an era of rising racial hostility, 
inviting the reader to confront apathy, recognize 
God’s ongoing work in the world, and discover how 
blackness—if we let it—can save us all.



Divided by Faith: Evangelical Religion and the 
Problem of Race in America
By  Christian Smith and Michael O Emerson

Through a nationwide telephone survey of 2,000 
people and an additional 200 face-to-face interviews, 
Michael O. Emerson and Christian Smith probed 
the grassroots of white evangelical America. 
They found that despite recent efforts by the 
movement’s leaders to address the problem of racial 
discrimination, evangelicals themselves seem to 
be preserving America’s racial chasm. In fact, most 
white evangelicals see no systematic discrimination 
against blacks. But the authors contend that it is 
not active racism that prevents evangelicals from 
recognizing ongoing problems in American society. 
Instead, it is the evangelical movement’s emphasis 
on individualism, free will, and personal relationships 
that makes invisible the pervasive injustice that 
perpetuates racial inequality. Most racial problems, 
the subjects told the authors, can be solved by the 
repentance and conversion of the sinful individuals at 
fault.

Combining a substantial body of evidence with 
sophisticated analysis and interpretation, the authors 
throw sharp light on the oldest American dilemma. 
In the end, they conclude that despite the best 
intentions of evangelical leaders and some positive 
trends, real racial reconciliation remains far over the 
horizon.


