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There is a big difference in the mindset of the 
Centurion and the other key players. 
 
Pilate and the religious council saw what they 
wanted to see. 
 
The teachers of the Law and the Pharisees 
watched closely to see whether he would heal 
the man that day, since it was the Sabbath. For 
they were eager to find some charge to bring 
against him. 

Luke 6:7 (TLB)  
 
For the hearts of these people are hardened, and 
their ears cannot hear, and they have closed 
their eyes— so their eyes cannot see, and their 
ears cannot hear, and their hearts cannot 
understand, and they cannot turn to me and let 
me heal them. 

Acts 28:27 (NLT)  
 
The Centurion saw what he was willing  
to see. 
 
16 So Jesus told them…17 Anyone who wants to 
do the will of God will know whether my teaching 
is from God or is merely my own. 

John 7:16-17 (NLT) 

He didn’t start off believing.  
(Matthew 27:26-31, 35-36; Luke 23:35-37) 
 
He began to change his mind as he watched 
Jesus. 
 
37 Then Jesus uttered another loud cry and 
breathed his last. 38 And the curtain in the 
sanctuary of the Temple was torn in two, from top 
to bottom. 39 When the Roman officer who stood 
facing him saw how he had died, he exclaimed, 
“This man truly was the Son of God!”  

Mark 15:37-39 (NLT)  
 
44 By this time it was noon, and darkness fell 
across the whole land until three o’clock. 45 The 
light from the sun was gone. And suddenly, the 
curtain in the sanctuary of the Temple was torn 
down the middle. 46 Then Jesus shouted, “Father, 
I entrust my spirit into your hands!” And with 
those words he breathed his last. 47 When the 
Roman officer overseeing the execution saw 
what had happened, he worshiped God and said, 
“Surely this man was innocent.”  

Luke 23:44-47 (NLT)  
 
The Roman officer and the other soldiers at the 
crucifixion were terrified by the earthquake and 
all that had happened. They said, “This man truly 
was the Son of God!”  

Matthew 27:54 (NLT)  
 
The difference between the Centurion and the 
others is his willingness to follow the 
evidence.  
 
16 So Jesus told them…17 Anyone who wants to 
do the will of God will know whether my teaching 
is from God or is merely my own...18 And you will 
know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 

John 7:16-17, 8:32 (NLT) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Go to newhope.org and click on messages to download this week’s 
Take Home Sheet or stop by Guest Services to pick one up. 

BIBLE TRANSLATIONS: 
NLT – New Living Translation 
TLB – The Living Bible 


