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1 Very early in the morning the leading priests, the 
elders, and the teachers of religious law—the entire 
high council—met to discuss their next step. They 
bound Jesus, led him away, and took him to Pilate, 
the Roman governor. 2 Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you 
the king of the Jews?” Jesus replied, “You have said 
it.” 3 Then the leading priests kept accusing him of 
many crimes, 4 and Pilate asked him, “Aren’t you 
going to answer them? What about all these charges 
they are bringing against you?” 5 But Jesus said 
nothing, much to Pilate’s surprise. 

Mark 15:1-5 (NLT)  
 
18 Then a mighty roar rose from the crowd, and with 
one voice they shouted, “Kill him, and release 
Barabbas to us!” 19 (Barabbas was in prison for taking 
part in an insurrection in Jerusalem against the 
government, and for murder.) 20 Pilate argued with 
them, because he wanted to release Jesus. 21 But 
they kept shouting, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” 22 For 
the third time he demanded, “Why? What crime has 
he committed? I have found no reason to sentence 
him to death. So I will have him flogged, and then I 
will release him. 

Luke 23:18-22 (NLT) 
 

While Pilate was sitting on the judge's seat, his wife 
sent him this message: "Don't have anything to do 
with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great 
deal today in a dream because of him." 

Matthew 27:19 (NIV)  
 

23 But the mob shouted louder and louder, demanding 
that Jesus be crucified, and their voices prevailed.  
24 So Pilate sentenced Jesus to die as they 
demanded. 25 As they had requested, he released 
Barabbas, the man in prison for insurrection and 
murder. But he turned Jesus over to them to do as 
they wished. 

Luke 23:23-25 (NLT) 
 

Pilate saw that he wasn’t getting anywhere and that a 
riot was developing. So he sent for a bowl of water 
and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I 
am innocent of this man’s blood. The responsibility is 
yours!” 

Matthew 27:24 (NLT) 
 

Pilate saw Jesus’ innocence and the council’s 
jealousy, but his focus was on himself.  
 
If we aren’t careful we will fall into the same trap. 
 
14 But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in 
your hearts, do not boast about it or deny the truth. 
15 Such "wisdom" does not come down from heaven 
but is earthly, unspiritual, of the devil. 16 For where 
you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find 
disorder and every evil practice. 

James 3:14-16 (NIV)  
 
Fearing people is a dangerous trap, but trusting the 
LORD means safety. 

Proverbs 29:25 (NLT)  
 
…for they loved praise from men more than praise 
from God. 

John 12:43 (NLT) 
 
Washing his hands didn’t remove his guilt.  
 
Remember, it is sin to know what you ought to do and 
then not do it. 

James 4:17 (NLT) 
 
Trusting in Jesus will! 
 
But if we confess our sins to him, he can be 
depended on to forgive us and to cleanse us from 
every wrong. 

1 John 1:9 (TLB) 
 
 
 
 

Go to newhope.org and click on messages to download this week’s 
Take Home Sheet or stop by Guest Services to pick one up. 
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