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Read this and then the passage that follows 
(see message notes). 
 
32 All the believers were united in heart and mind. 
And they felt that what they owned was not their 
own, so they shared everything they had. 33 The 
apostles testified powerfully to the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus, and God’s great blessing was 
upon them all. 34 There were no needy people 
among them, because those who owned land or 
houses would sell them 35 and bring the money to 
the apostles to give to those in need. 36 For 
instance, there was Joseph, the one the apostles 
nicknamed Barnabas (which means “Son of 
Encouragement”). He was from the tribe of Levi 
and came from the island of Cyprus. 37 He sold a 
field he owned and brought the money to the 
apostles. 

Acts 4:32-37 (NLT)  
 
As you consider the benefits to us when we 
refuse to take short-cuts, here are passages 
that were referenced, but not printed in the 
handout. 
 
2 Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles come 
your way, consider it an opportunity for great joy. 
3 For you know that when your faith is tested, 
your endurance has a chance to grow. 4 So let it 

grow, for when your endurance is fully 
developed, you will be perfect and complete, 
needing nothing. 

James 1:2-4 (NLT)  
 
6 So you received the message with joy from the 
Holy Spirit in spite of the severe suffering it 
brought you. In this way, you imitated both us 
and the Lord. 7 As a result, you have become an 
example to all the believers in Greece—
throughout both Macedonia and Achaia. 8 And 
now the word of the Lord is ringing out from you 
to people everywhere, even beyond Macedonia 
and Achaia, for wherever we go we find people 
telling us about your faith in God. We don’t need 
to tell them about it… 

1 Thessalonians 1:6-8 (NLT)  
 
When the Roman officer who stood facing him 
saw how he had died, he exclaimed, “This man 
truly was the Son of God! 

Mark 15:39 (NLT)  
 
In the same way, let your good deeds shine out 
for all to see, so that everyone will praise your 
heavenly Father. 

Matthew 5:16 (NLT) 
 
 
Questions to reflect on: 
 
Are there areas of my life where I am not 
trusting God and taking short-cuts?  
 
 
 
If so, why am I not fully trusting God in this 
area? (fear, peer pressure, etc…) 
 
 
 
What could I do to take a positive step of faith 
and really begin trusting God this week? 
 
 
 
 
 

Go to newhope.org and click on messages to download this week’s 
Take Home Sheet or stop by Guest Services to pick one up. 

BIBLE TRANSLATIONS: 
NLT – New Living Translation 


